
Kindergarten
Fun Summer Learning Ideas
Grand Erie values languages and home cultures. We invite all our families and students to complete 
some of these activities in English, French, or their own first/home language.  

Outdoor Paint Mix crushed sidewalk chalk and water to create an outdoor, 
temporary paint. Mix chalk colours together with water to see 
what colours you can make. 

Surface  
Rubbings

You will need:  
n A crayon  
n A piece of paper  
Using the materials, walk around your backyard to take surface 
rubbings of different textures or objects. What do you notice about 
your surface rubbings? Were some easier to make than others and 
why? 

Sink & Float You will need:  
n a plastic bin filled halfway with water  
n natural items found in your yard, local park or playground  

(e.g. a pebble, a leaf, a twig, etc.). 
Before your child places the item in the water, have them predict 
whether the item with sink or float. Why do they think that? Place 
item in the water to check if their guess was correct! Repeat with 
the other items. 

I Spy ABC  Head out to your backyard and see if you can spy an item for each 
letter of the alphabet.  
For instance:  
A = Acorn  
B = Ball  
C = Cocoon 



Kindergarten
Fun Summer Learning Ideas
Outdoor Paint Using the bottom section of an empty  

egg carton, wander your backyard for  
interesting items you may place into  
each egg cup. Once done, you will  
have a mini ‘treasure box’ of  
‘treasures.’

Source: https://www.littleecofootprints.com/ 

2010/12/kids_eco_free_travelling_game.html

Card Games using a Regular Deck of Cards:

Stinker 2-6 players. Ages 4 and older.
n Save 5 cards. Spread the rest out, overlapping.
n Build a house using the 5 cards on top of the cards that are 

spread out. 
n Remove one card at a time from underneath without knocking 

the house down. 
n The player knocking the house down is the Stinker. 

Go Fish! 2-5 players. Ages 4 to 10. 
Using questions. Use of plurals. Taking turns
n Deal 6 cards to each player. The rest are face down in the 

centre. Players hold their cards in a fan.
n When a player gets a pair, they are put down, face down, in 

front. 
n Crisscross each pair so they can be quickly counted.
n Taking turns, players ask the one on their left for a card to 

match one of the cards in their hands saying “Do you have any 
_______?”

https://www.littleecofootprints.com/2010/12/kids_eco_free_travelling_game.html
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Go Fish!
Continued...

n If the player has one, it must be handed over. The receiver 
then puts down the pair and asks for another. 

n If the player asked doesn’t have one, they are to say, “Go 
Fish!”. The asker then draws the top card from the pile. If 
the asker gets the card they wanted, they say “I fished upon 
my wish”, put down the pair and get another question. 
When all cards are paired, count to see who has the most 
pairs. 

Concentration 2-6 players. Ages 4 and up. 
n Deal out the entire deck face down. (For younger children 

the cards may be face up until they learn to recognize/
match the numbers and suits)

n Players take turns turning 2 cards face up. If they match, 
the player keeps them and takes another turn.

n Otherwise turn the cards back face down.
n The player with the most pairs wins.

Fun with Science:

Fireworks In a Jar! n Fill a clear glass jar ¾ full with water
n Add three to four tablespoons of oil on the top of the water 

to form an oil layer. 
n Add several drops of food colouring in various colours on 

the top of the oil layer in the jar. 
n Sit back and watch what happens next! 
n What did you notice? Why do you think that happened?
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Investigating  
with water

n Make a paper spiral and lay it on the  
water.

n Put a drop of dish washing liquid in  
the open centre of the spiral.

n The spiral will spin as the surface  
tension of the water is broken along the  
inner areas of the spiral.  

Science of Soap! n Sprinkle pepper over the surface of cold, clean water. 
n Ask your child to predict what will happen when you put a 

drop of dish washing liquid into the middle of the pepper.
n Put in the drop of soap and watch what happens. Get your 

child to describe what is happening.
Source: Science Is... a book by Susan V. Bosak

Sidewalk Chalk ideas:

Chalk Talk! n Play Games: Hopscotch of course, but any game you can 
play with paper and pencil you can also play big on the 
sidewalk. How about Hangman, Tic-Tac-Toe, or Dots (the 
game where you take turns drawing lines between dots to 
make boxes)? You could also draw a target and toss stones 
to score points. 

n Do Some Math: Keep your kids’ skills fresh by drawing a 
giant number line and have kids stand on their answers as 
you call out the problem. You could also practice spelling 
or forming letters this way. 

n Make a Sundial: Stick a pencil in some play dough and 
choose a place in the sun to put it with the pencil sticking 
straight up. Then, use chalk to trace the shadow once every 
hour and label the line with the time. Do this all day, and 
you’ve made a sundial! 
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Fun Summer Learning Ideas
Chalk Talk! n Surprise Someone: On a warm summer night, pay a secret 

visit to a friend or a relative. Bring your bucket of chalk 
along, and decorate their driveway. You could draw giant 
flowers, write them a nice note, or leave an encouraging 
quote with a picture. If you don’t sign your name, then 
your friend will have a fun mystery to solve! 

n Make a Treasure Hunt: Use arrows and hints to create a 
giant treasure hunt. You could use a school playground or 
your whole neighborhood. 

n Make a Self-Portrait: Trace your child’s body and let him or 
her fill in the details. Measure the outline with a variety of 
items. What do you notice? (Skipping rope, sticks, etc.)

n Make a Road: Use sidewalk chalk to make roads for toy 
cars and trucks. You could even use boxes to add buildings 
and populate it with toy people and animals. 

n Create an Obstacle Course: Use words, shapes, and arrows 
to make a challenging obstacle course. For example, you 
might draw a large square and write, “Do 10 jumping 
jacks” inside it. An arrow might point to a tree in the 
distance with the words, “Skip to the tree, run back.” 

n Make Some: Sidewalk chalk is easy to make. Just mix up 
some plaster of Paris and add powered tempera paint or 
food coloring to color it. The easiest thing is to use paper 
cups as molds, but you could also use any fun shape you 
can get a hold of. Homemade chalk makes a fun gift, too!

n Trace a shadow! What time of day gives you the biggest 
shadow? Trace the shadow of family member, an object, or 
ask someone to trace your shadow.

Sources: https://minds-in-bloom.com/sidewalk-chalk-ten-fun-ideas

Icons by PixelPerfect and Freepik from www.flaticon.com

Students must have the 
appropriate supervision for 
safety when completing 
science tasks. Adult 
participation is required 
for safety when completing 
some of the science tasks. If 
you have any concerns with 
completing these science 
tasks, please don’t attempt 
them.

!


