
Grade 5
Literacy Calendar
Grand Erie values languages and home cultures. We invite all our families and students to complete 
some of these activities in English, French, or their own first/home language.  

Date Activity

Monday, 
May 25

Read the news article “John Lennon’s Hair Sells for $48,000”
https://teachingkidsnews.com/2016/02/21/john-lennons-hair-
sells-48000/
Do you think Mr. Fraser spent his money wisely? Why or why not?

Tuesday, 
May 26

Find another news article to read (On the TKN website, on a 
newspaper website or in a printed newspaper).
Discuss with an adult what are some features in news articles that 
are different from a story? For example: images with captions, 
quotes, headlines, paragraph structure, word choice. 
What is the importance of the headline? Do you think this is a good 
headline? What are the qualities of a good headline? How might 
you change the headline to get people to read the article?

Wednesday, 
May 27

Brainstorm a list of 4 or 5 events you would like to write a news 
article about. (News, Arts, Sports etc). 
Choose one and do some research about it. (Read about it on the 
internet, interview people who know something about it, watch a 
couple of videos about it). Take some notes about interesting facts, 
opinions, and background information.

Thursday, 
May 28

Organize your information in a way that makes sense and that 
interests your reader. Write a rough draft of your article. 
Share your ideas with someone else and make some adjustments 
they suggest. What would be a good headline for your article?



Grade 5
Literacy Calendar
Grand Erie values languages and home cultures. We invite all our families and students to complete 
some of these activities in English, French, or their own first/home language.  

Date Activity

Friday, 
May 29

Read over your article and make improvements. Would any 
pictures, captions, data or graphs add to your article? 
Create your good copy. 
Find a family member or friend to share it with. Ask if they found 
it interesting or if there is still information they would like to know.  
You might want to find out together!

Sources:
Teaching Kids News: https://teachingkidsnews.com/
https://www.classroomconnection.ca/for-the-record.html



Grade 5
Numeracy Calendar
Date Activity

Monday, 
May 25

City politicians decide that there should be one community centre 
for every 5,000 people. How many community centres do you 
think they should build for a population of 32,800 people? 
OR If you know the approximate population for your own 
community, how many community centres do you think your 
community should have, based on the ratio mentioned above?

Tuesday, 
May 26

Would you Rather?
Two chocolate bars have square pieces. You will give one chocolate 
bar to a family member, and you will keep one. Which chocolate 
bar would you rather give to a family member? Why?

 Chocolate Bar A Chocolate Bar B

Wednesday, 
May 27

Draw a 4 x 4 grid like the one below. Use the given clues below 
to place different polygons on the grid. Examples of polygons are 
shown below. 
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Grade 5
Numeracy Calendar
Date Activity

Wednesday, 
May 27
Continued...

n One shape is a lot more north than another shape.
n One shape is both east and south of another shape.
n Two shapes are the same distance west of another shape, but are 

not close to each other. 
n One shape is a little north of the middle of the grid. 
n No shapes are directly beside one another.

Thursday, 
May 28

Would you Rather?
You get a job delivering newspapers. How would you rather be paid? 
Why?
Option A: Earn $1 for every 3 newspapers OR
Option B: Earn $2 for every 5 newspapers
Tip: Patterning charts might help you.
How much will you have earned for each option if you delivered 30 
newspapers?

Friday, 
May 29

Play a game of Human Rock, Paper Scissors. Rather than making 
the symbol with your hand, use your whole body. Crouch down 
small for the rock, jump up like a star with your arms and legs out 
for paper and jump one leg back and one leg forward with arms 
opposite legs in a scissor lunge for scissors, or create your own 
actions. 
What is the probability that your partner will play a rock?
What is the probability that your partner will not play scissors?
Play 20 rounds and record what action your partner does each 
time.
How many times did they make a rock? Scissors? Paper? What was 
the probability of each?
Would you expect the same results if you played 100 rounds?



Grade 5
Numeracy Calendar

Sources:
www.NCTM.org 
Teaching Math with Meaning, Kathy Marks Krpan, 2018.
www.mathies.ca – Relational Rods Tool, Set Tool and Pattern Blocks
https://mathies.ca/files/representationCards/Tallies_0_to_50_AODA.pdf
https://nrich.maths.org/145 - magic plant 
https://nrich.maths.org/159 - splitting plant
https://nrich.maths.org/1159 - take the right angle
A Guide to Effective Instruction in Mathematics Grades 1-3 Geometry and Spatial Sense 2016
A Guide to Effective Instruction in Mathematics Kindergarten to Grade 3 Data Management and Probability 2007
Taking Shape: Activities to Develop Geometric and Spatial Thinking, Grades K-2, J. Moss, C. Bruce, B. Caswel, T. Flynn,  
Z. Hawes, 2016.
Small, Marian. Open Questions for the Three-Part Lesson – Geometry and Spatial Sense/Data Management and Probability. 
Grades 4-8
Inspiration from: https://www.wouldyourathermath.com/category/3to5/



Grade 5
Science
May 25 - May 29

Option 1 Many of us are familiar with the plot fairy-tale “The Three Little 
Pigs”.
In the story, each pig builds a house using a different material. The 
first was straw, the second sticks, and the last one brick. All three 
structures were complicated by the same force; blowing air from 
the wolf. The first two structures, the straw and the stick were not 
able to withstand the air pressure. The brick house maintained the 
strength to withstand the torment of the wolf and his actions. 
However, straw and sticks can actually be excellent building 
material when used effectively to build a structure that can 
withstand natural forces such as winds, tornadoes, flooding etc. 

Watch the following YouTube clip and see how Irish builder Bee 
Rowan creates energy efficient and cost effective homes using straw 
bales and sticks.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E8FPdCxEu8E 
(Disclaimer: the subject content of preview commercials cannot be 
guaranteed.)

What other unique, but low impact to the environment, building 
materials can you think of? What about using recyclable materials? 
With your parents’ permission, use some found objects from the 
recycling bin in your home to build a small model home. We will 
use the home in lesson 3. If you aren’t able to use or access your 
recycling, select five items with your parents’ suggestions. Draw a 
picture using these items (bottles, boxes, plastics, etc.) as inspiration 
and remember that you can “mentally” manipulate them to work 
with your design.

Big Idea – Understanding Structures and Mechanisms
We can measure forces in order to determine how they affect structures and mechanisms. This 
information can be used to guide the design of new structures and mechanisms.



Grade 5
Science
May 25 - May 29

Option 2 Understanding Types of Forces Which Act Upon Structures.
Let’s look at 3 types of force (action) which can affect a structure. 
Recall that last week we looked at hurricanes and tornados. Let’s 
extend that learning to now include the following three terms. 
Using google, find out the definitions for the following terms:
1. Erosion
2. Acid Rain
3. Vibration (as affected by seismic or earthquake activity)

Watch this YouTube clip about erosion:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-Iak3Wvh9c
(Disclaimer: the subject content of preview commercials cannot be 
guaranteed.)

Watch the YouTube link about acid rain. At the end of the video it 
discusses the effect of acid rain on buildings:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3uzWUQlZvm0
(Disclaimer: the subject content of preview commercials cannot be 
guaranteed.)

Watch the YouTube video on Earthquakes and vibrations:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dJpIU1rSOFY
(Disclaimer: the subject content of preview commercials cannot be 
guaranteed.)

On the same piece of paper, explain in a few short sentences 
how each of these forces would compromise your structure. The 
answers may seem very simple and straightforward so include 
in your answers, ways in which you think you might be able to 
trouble shoot and improve your design. Feel free to consider adding 
different surface and structural. Ask your parents for feedback and 
what they might also suggest and why?



Grade 5
Science
May 25 - May 29

Option 3 Google the following terms as a warm up activity:
n tension
n compression
n expansion
n torque
Write or type your answers. You will have likely noticed how 
related these terms are. 
Fold a piece of paper once lengthwise and then cross wise to create 
a grid of 4 rectangles. In each rectangle print the terms you just 
Googled. Example in rectangle 1 print tension, in the second print 
compression, etc. 
Find the following household items and place on the paper in the 
following order
n tension: rubber band
n compression: piece of aluminum foil
n expansion: balloon or plastic sandwich bag
n torque: water bottle with lid or any used bottle or jar with lid
With the rubber band between pinched finger and thumb both 
hands, stretch the band in and out.
With the aluminum foil, compress or squeeze it into the smallest 
ball that you can... use lots of pressure. You can get creative if you 
wish to try pressing it with the back of a spoon.
With the balloon or bag, inflate it to the best of your ability and seal it.
With the bottle tighten the lid as tight as you think makes it only 
secure, not so tight that you end up making it hard to remove.
Now let’s think of these forces and how we could use them to 
build a simple house structure that could possibly withstand an 
earthquake, tornado, and erosion (foundation). You can use your 
original plan in lesson 1 or start from scratch. If you are having 
trouble using torque, let’s think of a hint. Doors and windows need 
to be secured in place when closed. Do windows/ doors always 
need to be square or rectangular? Your design can include one 
rubber band or 10,000. You don’t need to draw them all, just make 
a side note on the design of what you predict to use. 



Grade 5
Science
May 25 - May 29

Option 3
Continued...

Could the balloons be used similarly to straw bales? Incorporate 
all four items into your design. You may use them in more than 
one place. Just because you use rubber bands somewhere in the 
design doesn’t mean they can’t be used again for a different use or 
application.

Prompts for discussion:
n The Irish builder, Bee Rowan, in the video from the first lesson spoke of reduced carbon foot 

print. What does that mean?
n Acid rain affects primarily one building material called limestone. Why do you think people 

still would use limestone in building structures? What other options might they consider?

Students must have the appropriate supervision for safety when completing these science tasks. Adult 
participation is required for safety when completing some of the science tasks. If you have any concerns 
with completing these science tasks, please don’t attempt them.



Grade 5
Social Studies
May 25 - May 29

Option 1 The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/download-
order-charter-bill.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/how-rights-
protected/guide-canadian-charter-rights-freedoms.html#a3

The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms sets out those rights 
and freedoms that Canadians believe are necessary in a free and 
democratic society.  
The Charter is one part of the Canadian Constitution. The 
Constitution is a set of laws containing the basic rules about how 
our country operates. For example, it states the powers of the 
federal and provincial and territorial governments in Canada.*
*www.canada.ca

Read and explore the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
and answer the following questions:
1. What are 5 of the rights of a Canadian citizen?
2. Why might some Canadians have the same rights on paper but 

not in practice?
3. What does it mean to be a good citizen?
4. What are your responsibilities as a member of your family?  What 

about as a member of your class at school?
5. What are your responsibilities as a citizen of Canada?

Big Idea – People and Environments
To be active citizens, Canadians need to understand their rights and responsibilities as well as 
how governments work.



Grade 5
Social Studies
May 25 - May 29

Option 2 Levels of Government
Canada has 3 levels of government: federal, provincial and 
municipal. Look at the following chart to explore some of the 
responsibilities of the different levels of government:

Federal Provincial Municipal (City)

The Prime Minister 
heads the federal 
government based 
in Ottawa. It deals 
with national and 
international matters, 
such as:
n mail
n taxes
n money
n banking
n shipping
n railways
n pipelines
n telephones
n criminal law
n foreign affairs
n national defence
n Aboriginal lands 

and rights

A Premier leads 
each province and 
territory.
The provincial  
and territorial  
governments have the 
power to change their 
laws and manage 
their own public 
lands. 
They are in charge of:
n education
n health care
n road regulations

Mayors lead 
municipal  
government. 
Municipal 
governments run 
cities, towns or 
districts  
(municipalities).  
They are in charge of 
things, such as:
n parks
n parking
n libraries
n roadways
n local police
n local land use
n fire protection
n public 

transportation
n community water 

systems
n garbage collection

First Nations Governance

Across the country, band councils govern First Nation communities.  
Band councils are similar to municipal governments.  Band members 
elect the band council, which makes decisions that affect their local 
community.



Grade 5
Social Studies
May 25 - May 29

Option 2
Continued...

*credit:
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/
services/new-immigrants/learn-about-canada/governement.html
If possible, go for a neighbourhood walk. On your walk, look for 
evidence of federal, provincial and municipal services.  
How does each level of government play a role in your everyday 
life?

Option 3 Indigenous Self-Government
Read about Indigenous Self-Government in Canada to answer the 
following questions:
https://www.rcaanc-cirnac.gc.ca/
eng/1100100032275/1529354547314#chp2
What is Indigenous self-government?
Why is Indigenous self-government important?
What are some examples of things that Indigenous governments 
make decisions about?

Prompts for discussion:
n Why do we need government?
n Why are there different levels of government?
n What services should governments be responsible for?


