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Issue Seven Newsletter Date: April, 2020 

Marching Right Into April Full Speed Ahead.   
 
Well, this is likely to be the most unusual newsletter in my career.  During this 
time, I usually speak of upcoming graduation photos, Kindergarten Orientation, 
EQAO help needed, Jump Rope for Heart, and International Day of Pink.  I write this newslet-
ter with a great deal of mixed emotions, from sadness to worry to wonder to optimism of the 
days ahead. 
 
During the last month, our communication has been regarding this horrible Covid-19 that has 
taken over our world, staying at home, virtual learning, and video meetings.  Everyone has 
had added stress learning a brand new platform (Brightspace) and parents have had added re-
sponsibilities.  This is a stressful time and I hope that parents are able to read some of my 
mental wellness messages.  If you can’t take care of yourselves first, you will not be able to 
take care of the children you love.  I can’t re-iterate enough that the work on Brightspace 
comes second to the mental health of you and your family.  It is difficult for me as an educator 
to say this but right now, in this crazy world, we have to face the fact that our health is our 
number one priority.  If your students cannot do a lesson or an activity, please don’t stress to 
try to figure it all out, leave it be.  When you have your virtual video chats or calls with teach-
ers each week, you can then ask the teacher to explain it.  This online learning will NEVER 
replace having your teacher there working with your children in the classroom … Who are we 
kidding here!!!  
 
Please, do not stress over this online learning, do what is most important during this time, 
which is to love each other, be patient with one another, use this extra time together as quali-
ty time that we usually don’t get as a family.   
 
Please remember that if you or your child need a little extra wellness call, our educational as-
sistant, Mme Piovesan, our learning resource teacher, Mme Gibbon, and myself, are available 
if you need to reach out to someone.  As per the last Messenger sent and Facebook Dufferin 
Parent Council post, you may contact us through email to let us know you would like a call.  
(Terri.piovesan@granderie.ca, stephanie.schuer-gibbon@granderie.ca,  
sandra.bonbled@granderie.ca) 
 
As we communicate with you by e-mail, it is important for you to remember to give the school 
your updated e-mail address.  Please email us at Melanie.banner@granderie.ca to update your 
information. 
 
We miss you all very much and we will see you soon enough, when the world is a better and 
safer place for all of us to gather again.  Please stay healthy and safe!!!   
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International Day of Pink and Safe Schools 
 

We celebrated Pink Shirt Day last month prior to the outbreak.  Pink Shirt Day began in Nova 
Scotia when two high school students and their teenage friends organized a high-school 
protest to wear pink in sympathy for a Grade 9 boy who was being bullied.  The students took 
a stand against bullying when they protested against the harassment of a new Grade 9 
student by distributing pink T-shirts to all the boys in their school. Our school promotes a 
positive school climate and inclusiveness. 
 
Wednesday, April 10th marked “International Day of Pink”.  This month, talk to your children 
about bullying. Encourage them to report bullying to their teachers.  Explain to your children 
the difference between bullying and normal conflict between students.  It is important for 
students to understand that they will have conflict with friends and that this is not bullying.  
Share with them and discuss the difference between conflict and bullying. 

              Conflict VS. Bullying 
 

 Happens occasionally              Happens repeatedly 
 
  Accidental                          Done on purpose 
  
            Not serious             Serious-threat of physical harm or  
   emotional or psychological hurt 
 
  Equal emotional reaction by both           Strong emotional reaction on part of  
       victim 
 
            Not seeking power or attention  Seeking power or control 
 
            Not trying to get something             Trying to gain material things, or power 
 
             Remorseful-takes responsibility  No remorse-blames victim 
 
             Effort to solve problem   No effort to solve problem  

Secretary’s Day 
 
April 22nd is Secretary’s Day.  We want to thank Mme Banner and 
Mme Demeulenaere for all their hard work!!   

 


