
Junior
Fun Summer Learning Ideas
Grand Erie values languages and home cultures. We invite all our families and students to complete 
some of these activities in English, French, or their own first/home language.  

Who am I? Go to: https://solveme.edc.org/whoami/
In each “Who Am I?” puzzle, a number  
robot gives you clues about who it is.  
Your goal is to fill in the blanks for its  
digits and solve the mystery. From the  
home screen, select “play” and a choose  
a puzzle from one of the three levels;  
Explorer, Puzzler, Master.

Flower Petal  
Puzzles 

Write in the number 1 through 7,  
so that every group of three numbers  
in a line ads up to 10.
Visit:
https://mathforlove.com/lesson/ 
flower-petal-puzzles/

Card Games using a Regular Deck of Cards:

Stocks 4-7 players. Ages 6 and up. Note: This is a very noisy game!
n Dealer deals 7 cards to each player. Cards are held in a fan. The 

first player to collect 7 cards of the same suit has a ‘corner’ on 
the marker and calls “Corner”. When the cards are arranged in 
the players’ hands, the dealer declares the market open. Players 
trade cards face down, exchanging equal numbers with other 
players. Blocks of cards traded must be of the same suit, ie 3 
diamonds not 2 diamonds and one spade. A player may trade 2 
hearts for 2 clubs. All players are to trade at once – there are no 
‘turns’. For extra excitement, give the suits different point values 
like clubs 50; diamonds 60; hearts 80 and spades 100.
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Spoons 3 or more players. Ages 5 and up. 

n Put spoons in the centre of the table, one less than there are 
players.

n For 3 players use the 4 Kings, Queens, Jacks and the Ace of 
Spades. For each additional player, add a set of 4 cards. 

n Deal all the cards. 
n The player on the dealer’s left will have 5 cards, everyone else 

will have 4. The player to the left passes one card he does not 
want to the player on his left face down. This player may pick up 
the card, add it to his hand and pass another card face down to 
his left OR pass the card they just picked up to the player to the 
left UNLESS  the card is an Ace of Spades, then the player must 
keep it for at least one turn. 

n Play continues until the first player to get 4 cards of a kind. He 
signals this by taking a spoon from the centre of the table. As 
soon as they notice, the other players should take a spoon also.  
One will not get a spoon. This player turns over the top card of 
the remaining deck and the number on the card determines the 
points scored against him.

Fun with Art and Science:

Create a Still Life Collect objects at home or  
outside, group them together  
and then sketch and/or paint it:
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Fun with Art and Science:

Flipbook Materials:
n Sticky Note Pad (If you don’t have sticky notes, you can use 

lots of small squares of paper instead.) 
n Pencil
Tutorial:
Step 1: Draw your object on the first page of the sticky 
notepad.
Step 2: On the second page of the sticky notepad, draw the 
same object but slightly moved to one side.
Step 3: Continue to draw your object on each individual page 
of the sticky notepad. Each time slightly move the object.
Step 4: Flip through the notepad and watch your animation 
come to life! 
Follow the link to see a video of a sticky note flip book! 
https://kidssteamlab.com/make-flip-book/

The Science Behind Flip Books
Persistence of vision is the optical illusion created by the fast-
moving images such as a flip book. The images are moving 
faster than your eye so instead of seeing individual pictures 
your eye sees the pictures as if it is moving.  

Design and Test  
a Parachute

What you’ll need: 
n A plastic bag or light material  
n Scissors 
n String 
n A small object to act as the weight, a little action figure 

would be perfect 
Instructions: 
1. Cut out a large square from your plastic bag or material. 
2. Trim the edges so it looks like an octagon (an eight-sided 

shape). 

Students must have the 
appropriate supervision for 
safety when completing 
science tasks. Adult 
participation is required 
for safety when completing 
some of the science tasks. If 
you have any concerns with 
completing these science 
tasks, please don’t attempt 
them.

!
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Fun with Art and Science:

Design and Test  
a Parachute 
Continued...

3. Cut a small whole near the edge of each side. 
4. Attach 8 pieces of string of the same length to each of the 

holes. 
5. Tie the pieces of string to the object you are using as a 

weight. 
6. Use a chair or find a high spot to drop your parachute and 

test how well it worked, remember that you want it to drop 
as slow as possible. 

Cutting a small hole in the middle of the parachute will allow 
air to slowly pass through it rather than spilling out over one 
side, this should help the parachute fall straighter. 
Source: https://www.sciencekids.co.nz/experiments/freefall.html

A Leak-Proof Bag n You will need:  
n A zip baggy 
n a sharp pencil  
 Fill the baggy with water and zip it  
closed. Take the sharp pencil and  
poke it through one side of the bag  
and out through the other side. What  
do you notice? What happens to the  
water and why do you think this is?  
Source: https://handsonaswegrow.com/leak-proof-bag-experiment/ 

Create Science  
Inspired Art

Your child can create a wall-worthy piece of art that reflects 
something they learned in science. Did you study plants? 
Maybe a watercolor of flowers. Or if you studied space? 
Create a cosmic-inspired number. 
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Time Capsule  Children will have fun assembling time capsules to be 

opened some day in the future. These can be as simple as 
a plastic water bottle filled with information or a shoe box 
stuffed with items to represent who they are! 

Floating Boat  
Using no Glue  

Using different materials found in your backyard (i.e. twigs, 
leaves, grasses, etc.), can you craft a boat using no glue or 
tape? Try placing your boat in water to see if it successfully 
floats. What would you change about your design? Would 
you use any different materials?
Source: https://www.babybudgeting.co.uk/nature-play-10-cool-things-
kids-can-do-with-sticks/

Add On Everyone begins by moving on the spot. First player 
demonstrates a favourite physical activity. All the players do 
the activity. Next player selects his/her favourite physical 
activity. Group now does the first activity plus the second 
activity. Third person now contributes in the same way and so 
on. Keep going until all players have contributed or shared at 
least 3 activities. (Activities can be repeated). 
Variation: Use a theme i.e., Star Wars – Yoda stride jump, 
Chewbacca jumping jacks. Bonus if you can do a character 
impression as well!

Vertical Jumping  
Contest! 

Secure a measuring tape to the wall (or mark off every 10 cm 
with tape). The first time, all players jump with both feet and 
try to mark on the tape the height they reached. The second 
time jump on one foot. Again, mark how high each person 
jumped as best you can. On the third attempt is jump and 
twist, trying to do a 360! Again, measure how high each 
player was able to jump during this attempt. Which jump was 
consistently the highest? Which player had the overall highest 
jumps? Can you think of a fourth jump to try? 


