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février—February 2019 
 

Dear École Confédération Families; 
 
We are well on our way into 2019! February will be another busy 

month, with many activities and events. 

On February 14,  all students will receive their Term 1 report card. 

This report card will reflect your child’s achievement  of the 

curriculum expectations, as well as his/her development in the learning skills and 

work habits from September until the end of  January.  The report card also includes 

a tear-off section where students and parents can reflect on student areas of 

strength, set goals, and identify strategies to meet those goats. This reporting 

period does not include a formal  parent-teacher interview process, however, if you 

wish to discuss your child’s progress, please indicate so on the tear off section of 

the report card before you return it to the school.  

We have experienced several staffing changes since the beginning of the year.  The 

staff list on our website is updated regularly with these changes. When teaching 

staff change, communication is sent to the affected classrooms. We would like to 

announce that Mme Edmondson, from our clerical staff in the front office,  will be 

leaving our school to start a position at Echo Place School. We thank Mme 

Edmondson for everything she has done for us at Confédération and we wish her 

well at her new school. We welcome Mme Czeranko to a permanent clerical 

position in the Confédération main office. 

Yours in cooperation, 
 
Mme A. Smith  M. Ségura-Rômero 
Principal   Vice-Principal 
 

 

 
Feb.  8-Kindergarten Registration deadline 
Feb. 13-School Council Meeting, 6:00, library 
Feb. 14-Report cards go home for Gr. 1-8 students 
Feb. 18-Family Day holiday (No school) 
Feb. 20-Carnaval Masquerade Ball, 6:00-7:30 @Branlyn Community Centre 
Feb. 21, 22—Outdoor Carnaval Activities  during the school day 
Feb. 22-Multiple Matching  Day-dress up the same as your friends 
Feb. 26– Courage Assembly-Wear your spirit wear or black and gold. 
Feb. 27-Pink shirt day 
 



Kindergarten Registration 
 

Registration for September 2018 Kindergarten placement 
began on January 7th, 2019. All new students who wish to 
enter the Kindergarten French Immersion program must 
register before February 8, 2019 at 4:00 pm. Students who 
currently have siblings here at Confédération and live in our 
catchment area will be guaranteed a spot provided they 
register within these timelines. Students who currently 
attend Confédération in JK or SK do not need to re-register. 
Please contact the main office to schedule an appointment 
to register your child. You will need to provide a birth 
certificate or proof of age/citizenship, and proof of current 
address to register. 

 
A Note From the Public Health Nurse  
 
Active Winter Fun for the Whole Family 
 
Winter is here to stay for a while, but 
there is no need to hibernate indoors. 
Instead, go outside with the whole 
family and enjoy playing old games or 
trying out some new ones. 
 
Building a snowman, tobogganing, playing a game of 
hockey, going skating or participating in a winter treasure 
hunt are all great activities that will get the whole family 
moving. 
 
Before heading outdoors, keep these tips in mind: 
 
* Dress warm and layer clothing. Don’t forget a warm hat, 
mittens and boots! 
* Stay away from ponds and rivers. They may look frozen, 
but the ice may not be thick enough to support your body 
weight. Play it safe! 
* Pack a lunch and something to drink. It’s easy to forget 
that in the cold air you can still get hungry and thirsty. 
* Wear Sunscreen. You can get sunburn even in the winter!* 
* Watch for frostbite. Kids get frostbite faster than adults. 
Signs of frostbite include a prickly or itchy feeling in the skin, 
numbness and/or discoloration on the face, ears hands or 
feet. Stay protected, stay warm. 
 
 

New Smoke Free Ontario Regulations 
 

Last fall, the Government of Ontario passed the Smoke-Free 
Ontario Act, which prohibits smoking tobacco or cannabis as 
well as all vaping in public areas, including schools. 
  
The new law specifically states that a person cannot smoke or 
vape in or around a school. This includes all indoor spaces and 
all outdoor areas such as playgrounds and sports fields. It also 
prohibits smoking and vaping in public areas within 20 metres 
of the property line of a school or School Board facility. For 
reference, 20 metres equals 65 feet, or the approximate length 
of 1.5 school buses.  
  
A person caught smoking or vaping in a prohibited area may be 
charged with an offence and subject to a fine of up to $1,000 for 
a first offence, if convicted. 
  
To assist our school  with this change, the local Health Unit will 
be providing new signage. Through our Public Health Nurses, 
education information will be available for those looking to quit 
smoking or vaping. The Board will also be removing all 
traditional smoking and vaping areas. 
  
Understandably, this is a significant change that will require 
everyone’s cooperation. We do not want to see anyone 
charged. As a result, we are asking for your support and 
assistance in ensuring everyone meets the requirements of this 
new law. 
  
For more information on the Smoke-Free Ontario Act, 
visit: https://bit.ly/2FGV4y5. 

 

 
Student Illness 

 
Flu season is upon us. While we take 
many precautions to prevent the 
spread of illness at the school, 
inevitably, students will likely 
experience some form of illness from 
colds to flu during their years in 
elementary school. The Brant County 
Health unit guidelines state that 
students who have experienced 
vomiting or diarrhea be excluded from school for 24 hours 
following the last episode. We ask that families help us prevent 
the spread of illness by following this guideline. In addition, 
please remind your children of good hygiene practice and  of 
proper hand washing, particularly before eating and after using 
the washroom. 

https://bit.ly/2FGV4y5


 

Carnaval Celebrations 
 

We will be celebrating le Carnaval 
d’hiver during the week of Feb. 19-22.  
Students will be involved in outdoor 
activities on  Thursday or Friday, 
February 21 and 22, depending on the 
class.  Our Bal masque will be on 
Wednesday, February 20th from 6:00-7:30 at the Branlyn 
gym. We hope you will be able to join us. Further details and 
a flyer will be sent home later this month. 
 
 

Peanut/Nut Aware School 
A few reminders about food 
policies at École Confédération: 
 
*  We are  a peanut/nut aware 
school. Please do not send peanut 
based products, peanuts, or any 
nut/soy products that may contain 
any of these items to the school. 
The safety of other children 

depends on this. 
 
*  Peanut butter substitutes are not allowed in elementary 
schools in GEDSB. 
 
*  Food is not permitted on the school playground at recess 
and at lunch. Students are permitted the opportunity to eat 
their snacks and lunches prior to going outside or 
immediately following the morning and afternoon recess 
periods. 
 
Any treats sent in for special occasions (such as Valentine’s 
Day) must be prepared in a health unit inspected and 
approved kitchen. All products must be nut free. 
 

 

Pink Shirt Day 

On February 27, wear a pink shirt to 
school to show your support to 
stand up to bullying.  
To find out more about Pink Shirt 
Day go to http://pinkshirtday.ca/  
 
 

School Council 
 

Our next meeting will be on February 13 at 6:00 in the library. 
All our welcome and child minding is available.  We will be 
running our annual Carnaval Snack Shack again this year at 
Branlyn on Feb. 20 from 6-7:30 pm. 
 

Screen time at home 
 
The Canadian 24-Hour Movement Guidelines recommend 
recreational screen time should be limited to no more than 
one hour/day for 3-4 year olds, and no more than two hours/
day for 5-17-year-olds. 
 
According to the 2016 ParticipACTION Report Card on Physical 
Activity for Children and Youth, only 24% of 5-17 year olds are 
watching less than two hours of recreational screen time/day. 
 
Below are some suggestions for reducing screen time: 
 
* Co-create family rules around screen time. 
* Try a family screen time challenge, such as screen-free hours 
each day, or one screen-free evening/week. 
* Remove screens (including cell phones, computers, and TVs) 
from bedrooms. 
* Change your language. Instead of “You can’t watch TV…” say 
“Let’s turn off the TV so we can…” 
* Set limits around your own use of screens. 
 
How else can you reduce your screen time as a family? 
 
Copyright, Ophea 2018 
 
 

Monthly  Character Assemblies 
 
During the month  of February, we will hold our Courage 
assembly on Tuesday, February 26th. We encourage all 
students to wear their school spirit wear or to dress in school 
colours (black and gold). In February, we will recognize 
students who have demonstrated “Resilience” .  Thanks to the 
COURAGE crew for organizing and running our assemblies. 

 
 
 



 
  

 
 

 

Suggested Parental Guidelines for Cold Weather  
 
Winter can be a wonderful time for play. 
Participating in winter sports will help keep the 
whole family healthy, but injuries can spoil the fun. 
Here's how to keep kids safe during winter play.  
Clothing for outdoor play:  
All winter activities require warm, dry clothing. To 
prevent frostbite, children should be dressed in 
warm clothes, including:  

 a hat (warm, close-fitting, and covering ear 
lobes; not a 'fashion' hat or baseball cap),  

 mittens (gloves do not keep hands warm as effectively 
as mittens),  

 loose layers (an absorbent synthetic fabric next to 
skin, a warmer middle layer, and a water resistant/
repellent outer layer),  

 socks A single pair of socks, either wool or a wool 
blend (with silk or polypropylene) is better than cotton 
which offers no insulation when wet. Avoid extra thick 
socks as they can cause cold feet by restricting blood 
flow and air circulation around the toes.  

 boots Be sure boots are dry and not too tight.  
 
Jackets should be zipped up. To avoid strangulation during 
play, use tube-shaped neck warmers instead of scarves. If 
scarves must be used, tuck them into jackets. Remove 
drawstrings on hoods and jackets because they are also a 
safety hazard; better yet, buy clothes without drawstrings.  
 
Safe weather for outdoor play:  
Children must play indoors if the temperature falls below  
-20C, regardless of the wind chill factor. Children must play 
indoors, regardless of the temperature, if wind chill factor is 
reported as -20 C or greater. 

Adopted from guidelines published by The Hospital for Sick Children, 

University of Toronto  

 

Be Well Campaign 
 

Throughout the month of February the school will be working 
on a wellness initiative. Students are completing activities to 
help recharge their bodies to promote healthy minds and 
bodies. Eat well, stay active, be social, make plans, treat 
yourself, and have fun! Wellness cards should be completed 
by the end of February!   

Winter Weather Guidelines 
 

Time spent outdoors is an integral part of the 
school day. Children need fresh air and exercise 
and time spent outside affords students an 
opportunity to break free from the structure of 
the classroom. With the Canadian climate, time 
spent outside could mean anything from applying 
sunscreen to donning extra mittens and a hat, 
depending on the season. In the winter, it’s 
important children come to school prepared for 
the cold. Boots, mittens or gloves and hats should 
be worn to school and it’s a good idea for parents to provide 
extra mittens, socks, etc. in the event they are needed. When 
the temperature or wind chill reaches -20°C (twenty degrees 
below zero, Celsius), students will be granted immediate entry 
to school upon arrival, and students will remain indoors during 
nutrition breaks.  
 

Update on the REMIND information sharing app 

Information on recent changes to REMIND can be found here: 
https://help.remind.com/hc/en-us/articles/360002295240? 
 
We continue to use the REMIND app to share school 
information on an on-going basis. REMIND allows us to send 
information through text to your cell phone. If you have not 
already signed up, you can sign up anytime. Here’s how: 
 
 1) go to your texts 
 2) enter in the “TO: line”  226-799-0230  
 3) type  @confedcour in the message box 
 4) send 
 
With some of the recent changes to REMIND, it is possible that 
you may not be receiving messages by text, particularly if your 
cellphone provider is Rogers or a Rogers subsidiary.  To ensure 
that you are receiving all messages, you may need to 
download the app (free) and enable push notifications in your 
settings.  Learn more here: 
https://help.remind.com/hc/en-us/articles/206430755? 
 
REMIND is completely private. We don't see your contact info 
and you don't see ours.   You can cancel at any time. Here’s 
how:      Text @LEAVE to our REMIND account 
 
For more information about unsubscribing, visit: 
 
https://help.remind.com/hc/en-us/articles/202540968-How
-do-I-opt-out-of-receiving-messages 
 
In addition, we will use our School Messenger system to send 
out voicemail, email, and SMS messages with school updates 
as appropriate. 

https://help.remind.com/hc/en-us/articles/360002295240?
https://help.remind.com/hc/en-us/articles/206430755?
https://help.remind.com/hc/en-us/articles/202540968-How-do-I-opt-out-of-receiving-messages
https://help.remind.com/hc/en-us/articles/202540968-How-do-I-opt-out-of-receiving-messages


 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Student Census 

 
The goal of Grand Erie’s Multi-Year Plan is Success for Every Student. This can only be achieved if we truly 
understand the needs of our students and their families. To guide us in this work, we are excited to announce that 
in March, we will launch Count Us In!, our first student census. Details of this initiative will be sent home with 
your child’s first term report card. 
  
We are very fortunate to have the experiences of others in helping us create our student census. Many school 
boards have already started using their own student census to better understand students and link that 
information with how students are doing academically. A student census is very different from a school climate 
survey. A student census, for example, asks students specific questions about themselves and their experiences, 
both inside and outside of school. 
  
Grand Erie’s student census is being led by our Safe and Inclusive Schools Team and has the support of the Board of 
Trustees, Senior Management and a host of community groups and organizations. It is also part of a larger initiative 
by the Ministry of Education and Ontario’s Education Equity Action Plan. 
  
From March 18-29, all students in Grades 4-12 will be encouraged to complete the student census in class. The 
census will take approximately one class period to complete. 
  
The census findings will help Grand Erie better understand student populations and school communities; identify 
and eliminate barriers to student success, inclusion and well-being; and establish effective programs to increase 
student services. 
  
Grand Erie’s student census is confidential. All responses will be stored in a secure, confidential database that will 
only be accessed by authorized research staff to identify and summarize Board trends. Individual student 
questionnaires will not be analyzed. Grand Erie District School Board is committed to the highest levels of privacy 
and confidentiality in collecting information about students. We follow all privacy requirements outlined in the 
Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (MFIPPA). The information gathered through the 
student census is collected under the legal authority of the Education Act (R.S.O. 1990, c. E. 2, as amended) for 
educational and research purposes only. 
  
It is very important that the student census reflects all of the voices we have within our schools. The more 
responses we receive, the more reliable the data is and the more effective we can be in supporting all Grand Erie 
students moving forward. The data collected will be used to inform and improve programming and instruction at 
all Grand Erie schools. 
  
Should parents/students decide not to participate in the student census, they will need to let the school know by 
Friday, February 22, 2019. 
  
Thank you in advance for your assistance with Count Us In!, Grand Erie’s first  

student census. 



Original Kettlecorn Popcorn Thursdays 

(organized by Jr. classes to 

support year end trip) 

February 21 

March 21 

Booster Juice Smoothie Mondays 

(organized by Jr. classes to support year end trip) 

February 25 

March 25 

Pizza Day Tuesdays 

(organized by Parent Council) 

February 5, 12, 19, 26 

March 5, 19, 26 

 

École Confédération School Food Sales  

Dates for  Winter 2019 

Milk ordered in December is now being delivered until March 29th.  

Next (and final) milk order is available for purchase on school cash until 

March 19th for delivery between April 1-May 31.  



 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Inclement Weather and Transportation 

Winter has arrived.  In the event of inclement weather, there is the potential for transportation delays or cancellations and 
school closures.  If transportation is cancelled for schools in Zone 4, École Confédération will be closed.  
 Confédération bus routes: 

For those living in Brant County, buses 503, 504, 505, and 510 come from zone 3 before picking up students for 
Confédération. If Zone 3 is cancelled , there will be no pick up for students on these bus routes. The school will be open if 
zone 3 is cancelled and zone 4 is not cancelled.  
 
 Inclement Weather Information: 
 
·        Information on Student Transportation Services can be found here: http://www.stsbhn.ca/ 
 
·        For transportation delays, cancellations or school closures, visit:  
    www.transinfobhn.ca/Cancellations 
 
·        If there are school or board facility closures, Grand Erie will post a notification by 6:30 a.m. on the  Board’s website 
    here: www.granderie.ca 
 
·        Information will be posted on Grand Erie’s Twitter (@GEDSB) and Facebook  
    (www.facebook.com/GEDSB) accounts 
 
In the event of a mid-day closure, the school telephone lines will be needed to work through our Emergency Phone Fan-
Out to contact parents. Parents should note that it is very rare that the school will be closed half way through an 
instructional day. 
 
On days of inclement weather, the staff of STSBHN and the bus companies, who provide service to our area, are actively 
reviewing current road conditions and future weather patterns in order to make a determination on delayed or cancelled  
transportation services. Information is collected from a number of sources and a decision is made and posted no later than 
6:30 a.m.  As the decision to run, delay or cancel transportation is made in advance of services actually being provided, 
there may be some instances where variability exists in what was forecast versus what actually occurs. STSBHN and its 
member school boards want to provide options for the parents and students of our area and so, when it appears safe to 
do so, transportation services will be permitted to continue as usual.  
 
If, on an inclement weather day you feel that your child(ren) would be better off not  
taking the bus and either being transported into school by yourself or staying home  
altogether as a result of the road conditions at or near your home, STSBHN and  
the boards do understand and respect that this decision ultimately rests with you.   

503 = Paris - zone 3 and 4                                                               
504 = St George - zone 3 and 4                                        
505 = Ancaster, Hwy 2/53 - zone 3 and 4   
507 = Brantford only - zone 4                                                          
509 = Brantford only - zone 4                                    

   510 = Lynden Rd - zone 3 and 4                                                                 
   519 = Brantford only – zone 4 
   528 = Brantford only – zone 4 
   543 = Brantford only – zone 4 

Subscribe to receive email notifications when your child’s bus is delayed/ cancelled: From the STSBHN 

delays website (transinfobhn.ca) Click on ‘Delays & Cancellations’ in the upper right then select the 

‘Subscriptions’ icon.  

http://www.stsbhn.ca/
http://www.transinfobhn.ca/Cancellations
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.granderie.ca%2F&h=ATOmWjpQU6gZOZAcsiQgm95zu8OXD5tY9RiY2ujD8QlSO_lv83WAo7bF_CxlqBWtkuHMrkyCJZRAsWKqess8U5iiWIxwxYqNu0Lw5ftCxXPHj4SC0dFFtqTR6o9T6bNqHVnDd6d0krUsJg6hoFUcvVlPM3hn0gElJSI
http://www.facebook.com/GEDSB



