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Message from the Teachers 
 On April 24th, the grade 4/5 class had their first day with Mrs. Gerakopulos, who has returned from her maternity 
leave on a half-time basis. Mrs. Gerakopulos and Mr. Vanka will be alternating school days until the end of the school 
year. Mrs. Gerakopulos is very excited to return to the classroom and we are very happy that Mr. Vanka is able to stay as 
well. Both teachers will be working together to ensure consistency within the classroom. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact either teacher via your child’s school agenda.  

Language & The Arts 
          In language, students have started daily journals, in which they are given a writing prompt and a duration of 
time to write. Students practice prioritizing which details are most important to write about first and which supporting 
details can be added after.  In addition, students are working on writing mechanics to include spelling, prefixes/suffixes, 
grammar, punctuation, and more! 
 In art students are finishing up their Geometry pop art project. This is a project that was tied in with their geometry 
unit. In music, students will be beginning an introductory study on musical instruments, musical properties, and an array 
of genres.  We will then move into a brief dance unit.  

Math, Science & Physical Education 
        In math, the grade 4 and 5’s have just finished up their geometry unit. Students created a city layout in 
2D and then used their knowledge to make the buildings in 3D! We will be moving into a brief measurement 
unit where we will look at telling time and elapsed time, and a number sense unit where we will learn about 
decimals, multi-digit multiplication/division, and fraction/decimal equivalents. 
          In science, students in grade 4 will be continuing learning about light and sound and how it impacts, and is used in 
everyday life. They are also beginning a unit where they will learn all about rocks and minerals. Grade 5’s will be working 
on changes and states of matter and exploring how these transitions occur. They will also be learning about the different 
human body systems, their important functions and parts, and how they’re all interconnected.  
         In phys. Ed., students have been practicing skills needed for our ball hockey unit. They started out working on the 
foundation skills and moved up to more complex team oriented tasks. Now we have started our "tournament" which is a 
round robin style event. Students formed teams and gave themselves creative names for the 3 on 3 games. Track & Field 
practices have also begun. These practices will be every day (weather dependent) until our Track & Field Meet on 
Thursday May 9th @ Lion’s Park. Students need to come to school every day with proper shoes/gym attire for these daily 
practices. Please return Track & Field Day permission forms as soon as possible. 


