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Important Dates 

April 1– Fred Penner Trip, 
Burford Advance Funraiser 

begins 

April 2– World Autism Day (wear 
blue) 

April 8-9– Fire Prevention 
Presentations 

April 11– Bite of Brant (Best & 
Schonbacher) 

April 12– PD Day 

April 15– Jump Rope for Heart 
Kick-off Assembly & Grade 8, SK 

and Sibling Photos 

April 18– Public Library 
(Woodburn) & Junior Badminton 

Tournament @ PDHS (PM) 

April 19-22– Easter Weekend 

April 26– Burford Library 
(Boukhuyt) 

April 29– Safety Patroller Trip to 
the Movies  

April 30– Burford Advance 
Fundraiser Ends, Jean Clinton 

(6:30 @ Cobblestone) 

June 24– Grade 8 Graduation @ 
the 6:00 PM, Fairgrounds 

Message from the Administrators’ Desks . . . 

March was a busy month around the school 

surrounding the excitement of the week-long 

vacation.  Staff and students danced their hearts 

out while hearing Saidat give a message of 

positivity.  She encouraged students to respect the 

differences of others and be resilient when faced 

with challenges.  Students especially enjoyed the 

break dancing and dance party.  Thank you to the 

BDES School Council for financially supporting this 

event. 

We are excited to be moving towards some 
improvements to our school in the upcoming 
months.  We are working on the purchase of a 
scoreboard for the gym and some furniture for our 
Learning Commons.  As we change the vision of our current Library into a more flexible 
learning space, you will continue to see changes that students, staff and the community 
can be proud of and that will give students new opportunities to learn and demonstrate 
their growth. 

The County of Brant is now able to do roadside pickup for recyclables at the school.  The 
Green Team has been working hard to spread the word about recycling at school.  Please 
continue this conversation at home, as we continue to find a large number of recyclables 
in our garbage cans.  We want to make recycling a positive habit for all students. 

As the spring weather slowly approaches, please ensure that your child/children have 
appropriate clothing for outdoor play.  Extra pants, socks or shoes are often helpful 
during this muddy time of year.  We can’t wait to see the new life that spring brings to 
our staff, students and community. 

Fun Fair 

Heads up! Our annual Fun Fair 

will be held at Burford District 

Elementary on June 12th from 

4:30-7pm. We'll have lots of 

games, food trucks, and a 

vendor marketplace!  

We ask all parents consider 
volunteering for this event as 
well. More information will be 
available in the coming weeks, 
but if you know now that you 
are interested, please let the 
Fun Fair Committee know 
(the.gillens89@gmail.com). 

Vendor Applications 

At this time, we are accepting vendor applications for 
the Fun Fair for parents of students attending Burford 
Elementary (applications will open to the public at a 
later date if space is available). Spaces are limited and 
available on a first come, first serve basis. This year, all 
applications will be submitted online.  

If there are any families that own a local business, or 
have connections to a business that would like to 
donate an item to our prize table, we would graciously 
accept and appreciate the support! 

For vendor applications, volunteer information or prize 
donations, please e-mail Amber Gillen at 
the.gillens89@gmail.com. The Fun Fair Committee is 
very excited and looking forward to a great event! 

Burford Advance Fundraiser  

From April 1-30, we will be 

running a newspaper subscription 

fundraiser for the Burford 

Advance.  The school will receive 

a portion of all new subscriptions 

and renewals.  Information on this 

fundraiser was sent home with all 

students this past week.  Prizes 

will be 

awarded to 

the top three 

sellers. 
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Chocolate Bar Sales 

Mr. Wood, Mr. Schrader, and Mr. Mann’s classes will begin 

chocolate bar sales this week.  All proceeds from chocolate bar 

sales go directly to students’ year end trips.  Cases of chocolate 

can be purchased on School Cash Online and boxes will be given 

to students after they are purchased.  Nut and nut-free options are 

available.  Please be aware that we keep chocolate bars containing nuts 

in a secure location, and that we do 

not send them on the bus due to 

potential allergies.  Please consider 

supporting our students as they raise 

funds to pay for their trips. 

Provincial Testing (EQAO) 

Our EQAO provincial testing will be occurring in the weeks from May 

21st to June 3.   

We are looking for volunteers to help with the 

preparation of simple healthy snacks for the students 

participating in the testing.  If you are available to help 

out a few mornings, please contact Mrs. Soenen at the 

school.   

This assessment is based on the Ontario Curriculum and provides useful 

data to the school and to the Ministry of Education.  We would ask that 

families plan absences from school around these dates to ensure that 

all students have the best chance at success. 

Dr. Jean Clinton Speaking Event on Child Development 

Your School Council has contributed grant money to help to bring Dr. Jean 

Clinton to Brant County, in cooperation with other schools.  We hope that 

many of you can attend this event and learn valuable strategies from the 

knowledge and experience of this expert in her field. 

Dr. Jean Clinton is a renowned speaker who focusses on the importance of 

positive relationships for children’s brain development. She advocates for a 

national system that promotes the well-being of children and their families 

through highly effective early learning environments.  Dr. Clinton has 30 years of experience as a 

consultant for programs supporting children and youth, and has served as an Education Advisor for 

the Minister of Education and the Premier of Ontario from 2014-2018.  

Topic Overview:  

Dr. Jean Clinton has studied brain development in infants and children for many 

years. She will discuss the crucial role of relationships and connectedness to brain 

development. Her research indicates that children learn best in an environment that 

fosters relationships and acknowledges the interconnectivity between emotions, 

cognition, and language development.  

Event Details: 

When: Tuesday, April 30th  

Time: 6:30-8:00 pm 

Where:  Cobblestone 

Elementary School 

Cost: Free 

Who can attend:  This 

event is open to the public 

but will require an RSVP.  

Feel free to bring guests.  

More information about 

registration will be 

available closer to the 

event. 

This year Burford District Elementary School is going 
to be running their 3rd annual Burford Has Talent.  
Students in grade 3 to 8 can sign up to audition for 
Burford Has Talent.  Auditions will be held during 
recess times and the top 10 acts will then perform in 
front of the school on Tuesday, May 7th during the 
day.  That night the top 10 acts will also put on a 
nighttime performance in the gymnasium at Burford 
District Elementary School beginning at 6 pm.   

If a student is not able to compete in the daytime or 
nighttime show on May 7th, it is asked that they do not 
audition as the purpose of the show is to perform in 
front of the school.  Auditions will begin the week of 
April 8th and the top ten competitors will be listed no 
later than Friday, April 26th.   Acts will also be subject 
to the approval of teachers as they must meet our 
provincial safety guidelines and school rules.  

If students are trying out for Burford Has Talent they 
must fill in an audition tryout form that is signed by a 
parent/guardian.  This ensures that all parents/
guardians are aware of the performance dates and 
times. 

Thank you in advance for your co-operation and we 
look forward to finding more talent in Burford. 



Dogs on the Schoolground  

We have received some concerns about 

dogs being present during pick up times at 

the school.  We have a number of students 

who experience a significant fear of dogs.  At 

this point, we have given no direction about 

where dogs are allowed to be.  Moving 

forward, if you bring your dog at dismissal 

time, please stay between the two trees in 

the area with the rock seating in front of the 

school and keep all walkways clear of dogs.  

Please indicate to your child’s teacher that you will be there to avoid 

confusion during pick up.  Also, keep in mind that students use all areas 

of our school property for a variety of purposes, so clean up after your 

pets.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

Focus on Math 

The Seven Math Processes 

The curriculum identifies seven key processes students engage in as they learn and use math throughout the grade. This month’s 

Math Focus continues to look at these processes, specifically on the process of Representing. 

 

Representing  

Math concepts and procedures can be represented in many different ways. Using a variety of ways to represent a concept or 

procedure leads to deeper understanding. Math manipulatives (physical objects students can manipulate) are particularly valuable 

tools to allow students to represent their thinking. They allow students to explore abstract concepts in a hands-on, concrete way. 

A student’s concrete representations can also give the teacher 

useful insight into the student’s thinking. 

In your child’s math classroom, students: 

use a wide variety of learning tools to explore and 

represent math concepts  
 

use graphs, tables, words, physical and digital models, drawings, 
numeric and algebraic expressions and equations when solving 
problems. 

 

Taken from: Math Learning Today Council of Ontario 

Directors of Education 

Green Apple Grant 

This year, we are the 

recipients of the Metro 

Green Apple Grant.  As 

a part of the project, 

selected classes will be 

exposed to new, healthy 

foods and record their 

thoughts about the food.  We will post student 

reactions on our school facebook page along with 

pictures of the food provided.  As March is Nutrition 

Month, students have heard daily announcements 

about healthy food choices and the new Canada’s 

Food Guide.  We encourage you to continue these 

conversations at home. 

Special Education Survey – We Need Your Input! 

At Grand Erie, we believe all children have individual learning needs. Some children have exceptional learning needs, and may 
require additional resources to reach their learning potential. 

Help us ensure Success for Every Student by reviewing our Special Education Plan here: https://bit.ly/2CKCfWQ, and providing your 
input on our Special Education Feedback Survey here: https://bit.ly/2PYue8H  

https://bit.ly/2CKCfWQ
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Social Networking and Online Safety Information Session for Parents  

Grand Erie’s Parent Involvement Committee (GEPIC) is hosting an important and timely social media and online safety 
information session for all Grand Erie parents on April 16.  

Social Networking and Online Safety: What Parents Need to Know will be led by guest speaker Paul Davis who is an ex-
pert in social media, and brings more than 27 years of IT knowledge and experience to Grand Erie.  

“Social media is an area of major concern for many parents,” said Sarah Nichol, Chair of Grand Erie’s Parent Involve-
ment Committee. “Social media and other online activities consume a lot of our children’s time. As parents, it’s im-
portant for us to understand these platforms and to find ways to ensure our children and teens are safe when using 
them.” 

Davis is an expert in all of the latest social media trends. His presentation will cover cyberbullying, sexting, 
smartphones, digital trails, online security and other relevant topics.  

“Paul’s presentation is intense, so parents should come prepared,” said Nichol. “He’ll scare us, that’s a guarantee. But, 
he’ll also offer great tips and advice on how to deal with social media as well as concrete 
ways to manage and monitor online activities to ensure our kids stay safe. And, he’ll give us 
strategies to communicate with our teens about keeping their online presence safe.” 

Social Networking and Online Safety: What Parents Need to Know takes place on Tuesday, 
April 16 at 6 p.m. in the Gord Paynter Theatre at North Park Collegiate and Vocational School 
(280 North Park Street, Brantford, Ontario).  

Parents are asked to RSVP by Wednesday, April 10 to kimberly.newhouse@granderie.ca.  

A Note From the Public Health Nurse at Your 
School… Dental Health Matters 

Every child should have their teeth checked. Worried about the 
cost? Healthy Smiles Ontario can help.  
Healthy Smiles Ontario is a government funded program. It co-
vers the cost of basic dental care such as exams, x-rays, and fill-
ings. The Healthy Smiles Ontario website has more information. 
www.ontario.ca/page/get-dental-care. 
 
Your child may be eligible if: 

 The child is 17 years old or younger 

 You cannot pay to take your child to the dentist 

 You do not have any dental coverage 
Or 

 You have dental coverage but it costs too much to use 
Still have questions? Contact Dental Services at the Brant County 
Health Unit.  We are happy to talk with you. We can support you 
to get help paying for your child’s visit to the dentist.  
There are three ways to contact the Brant County Health Unit.  
Call us at 519-753-4937 ext. 450.    Email dental@bchu.org  

Visit the website at www.bchu.org/dental  

Grand Erie Seeks Input on 2019-20 Budget 

As part of its 2019-20 Budget Consultation Process, Grand 
Erie District School Board is seeking input from a wide-range 
of stakeholders in preparing the Board’s budget for the 
upcoming school year. The 2019-20 Budget Survey, which 
closes April 15, will gather information from students, staff, 
parents, school councils and community members. 
Reponses will help the Board identify priority areas for 2019
-20 as well as those moving forward.  

Provide your input on the 2019-20 Budget Survey here: 
https://snap.granderie.ca/snapwebhost/s.asp?
k=155291674010. Grand Erie’s 2019-20 budget will be 
presented to the Board of Trustees in June for final review 
and input.  

Krispy Kreme 

Let's SPRING into a 
new fundraiser! 
Burford District 
Elementary 
students will be 
selling Krispy 
Kreme Donuts 
from May 6th-May 
24th. Donuts will be ready for pick up the day/evening of 
the Fun Fair! Order forms will be sent home the first week 
of May, as well as being available on School Cash Online. 
Donuts will be $10/dozen. Helpful tip: They're perfect for 
freezing so you can stock up for all of your summer events! 

World Autism Day 

Tuesday, April 2nd is World Autism Day.  We 

encourage staff, students and volunteers to 

wear blue to celebrate the contributions of 

people with autism. 
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