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Principal 
Mrs. D. Opersko 

Office Co-ordinator 
Mrs. S. Hofland 

Important Dates for this Month: 

Grade 4 Swimming Fridays - April 5 and 26 
OPP Kids April 5, 15 and 25 
Wed., April 10th Parent Council Meeting at 6:30 p.m. in the library 
Friday, April 12th PA Day, no school for students 
Wednesday, April 17th Bring a litter-less lunch today 
Thursday, April 18th Kindergarten Family Fun Night 
Friday, April 19th Good Friday, no school for staff or students 
Sunday, April 21st Happy Easter! 
Monday, April 22nd Easter Monday and Earth Day, no school for staff or 

students 
Wed., April 24th WDHS Musical for Grades 6/7/8 
Thursday, April 25th Hazard Hamlet Electrical Safety Presentation for Grades  

1-6 
Friday, April 26th Some classes clean up the Shadow Lake Trail 
Monday, April 29th Jump Rope for Heart Kick Off Assembly 
Fire Drills: (Weather permitting) April 17 and 24, both at 9:30 a.m. 
Lockdown Drill: April 8 at 9 :30 a.m. – Please note: no visitors will be admitted into 
the school during this drill 

A Message from the Principal: 

April showers bring May flowers and warmer weather to enjoy! Just like the grass and 
flowers are growing and the buds are blooming, so are our kids. They continue to impress 
me with their eagerness to participate in all aspects of school life. As the weather 
improves, teachers have been asked to review the rules for using our playground 
equipment safely. The swings and playground equipment will be open for use when the 
weather permits. On rainy days the equipment will be closed, as it is too slippery to use. 

We hope your child(ren) will enjoy the many activities planned for this month, including 
our Earth Day events, spirit days and our Bunny Basketball Shoot.  

Mrs. Opersko 

Special Education Survey – We Need Your Input! 

At Grand Erie, we believe all children have individual learning needs. Some children have 
exceptional learning needs, and may require additional resources to reach their learning 
potential. 

Help us ensure Success for Every Student by reviewing our Special Education Plan here: 
https://bit.ly/2CKCfWQ, and providing your input on our Special Education Feedback 
Survey here: https://bit.ly/2PYue8H 
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We ask that parents of our 
Grade 3 and 6 students do 
not plan any appointments 
or vacations during the 
upcoming EQAO provincial 
assessment period. 

Grade 6: May 22, 23 and 
24 

Grade 3: May 28, 29 and 
30 

 



 

 

  

Social Networking and Online Safety Information Session for Parents: 

Grand Erie’s Parent Involvement Committee (GEPIC) is hosting an important and timely social media and online safety 
information session for all Grand Erie parents on April 16.  

Social Networking and Online Safety: What Parents Need to Know will be led by guest speaker Paul Davis who is an expert in 
social media, and brings more than 27 years of IT knowledge and experience to Grand Erie.  

“Social media is an area of major concern for many parents,” said Sarah Nichol, Chair of Grand Erie’s Parent Involvement 
Committee. “Social media and other online activities consume a lot of our children’s time. As parents, it’s important for us to 
understand these platforms and to find ways to ensure our children and teens are safe when using them.” 

Davis is an expert in all of the latest social media trends. His presentation will cover cyberbullying, sexting, smartphones, digital 
trails, online security and other relevant topics. “Paul’s presentation is intense, so parents should come prepared,” said Nichol. 
“He’ll scare us, that’s a guarantee. But, he’ll also offer great tips and advice on how to deal with social media as well as concrete 
ways to manage and monitor online activities to ensure our kids stay safe. And, he’ll give us strategies to communicate with our 
teens about keeping their online presence safe.” 

Social Networking and Online Safety: What Parents Need to Know takes place on Tuesday, April 16 at 6 p.m. in the Gord Paynter 
Theatre at North Park Collegiate and Vocational School (280 North Park Street, Brantford, Ontario).  

Parents are asked to RSVP by Wednesday, April 10 to kimberly.newhouse@granderie.ca. 

 

The Student Leadership Committee and the school’s Kindness Crew will be hosting a 
Basketball Bunny Shoot at morning recesses this month. Students can sign up by telling 
their classroom teacher they would like to participate. Each participant is asked to bring 
one, non-perishable food item and a signed permission form to participate. These food 
items will be given to the Waterford Food Bank. Each child will take 10 free throw shots 
and a student volunteer will count how many go in and will record the number on a 
clipboard. In the event of a tie, there will be a tie breaker. The winning boy and girl for 
each grade, Kindergarten to Grade 8, will win a small chocolate Easter bunny. *If you 
have a Little Tykes basketball net the school can borrow for this event, please call Mrs. 
Opersko at 519-443-8942. Thank you! 

Bunny Basketball Shooting Schedule 
Kindergarten A and Grade 7 and 8 Tuesday, April 9th 
Kindergarten B  and C Wednesday, April 10th 
Grade 1 and Grade 6 Thursday, April 11th 
Grade 2 and Grade 5 Monday, April 15th 
Grade 3 and Grade 4 Wednesday, April 17th 

Morning announcements will remind students when to attend 
 

Kindergarten A (Mrs. Butler/Ms. Horvath)    

Kindergarten B (Mrs. Antoniolli/Mrs. Van Sickle)    

Kindergarten C (Mrs. DePauw/Ms. Gates) 
 



 

 
  

Earth Day Activities: 

Earth Day is on Monday, April 22nd. The following activities are planned to celebrate and protect our beautiful planet:  

 

 

On Wednesday, April 17th, every staff member and student is challenged to bring a litter-less lunch to school.  

Tips for creating a no waste lunch: 

- Use a lunch box or reusable sack to carry your lunch in 
- Compost what you can 
- Pack a cloth napkin and reusable utensils 
- Put food and drink in reusable containers 
- Wash out plastic baggies and reuse them 
- Pack fresh fruit – no packaging required! 
- Buy snacks in bulk and repackage them in reusable containers 

Did you know that if you use a disposable lunch this can create 4-8 ounces of garbage every day? This can add up to over 100 
pounds a year.  Source: https://www.recycleworks.org 

Spirit Days for April: 

April 8 - Green Shirt Day (Humboldt Bronco's Logan Boulet Effect - organ donation awareness) 

April 10 - International Day of Pink (Bullying Awareness) 

April 25 - Hat Day 

On Friday, April 26th, some of our classes will spend a part of the day helping to “spring clean” the Shadow Lake Trail. More 
details will come home if your child’s class will be involved in this activity. Parent volunteers are welcome! Other classes will 
be sprucing up our school yard throughout the month. 

Sincere thanks to Mrs. Pragnell’s class, who remind us to take care of the earth by collecting our classroom compost every 
day! 

Greta Thunberg, a teenager in Sweden, has brought global attention to the state of climate change around the work. She is 
an advocate for the future, who reminds us that any and all actions – big or small – will help raise awareness of what needs 
to be done to ensure that governments are making the changes necessary to save our planet.  To see the difference Greta is 
making, check out her Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/gretathunbergsweden/ 

Join us for our next Parent Council Meeting on Wednesday, April 
10th in the library at 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 



  Don’t miss out! Save these dates in your calendar now and plan to join us: 

 



 

 
  

Head Lice: 

Even though it is very common, many parents have never dealt with head lice and are not sure what to look for.  You may be 
frustrated and confused by the myths and not know how to treat it.  If you are interested in volunteering to help check for head 
lice in the school, please call Mrs. Opersko. 

Head lice are tiny, greyish insects that live and breed on human hair.  Nits or eggs appear as tiny white specks attached to the 
individual hair shafts.  Head lice prefer to live on clean, healthy hair.  They are most likely spread by head to head contact and 
cannot jump, fly or be spread by pets or animals.  Please check your child for head lice and/or nits (eggs) regularly.  If you discover 
head lice, information about the best treatment can be obtained by contacting your doctor or pharmacist.   

Please notify the school office if you find that your child has head lice.  We understand parents’ and students’ need for 
confidentiality but we are obliged to inform parents of other students in the same class of the presence of head lice. Once head 
lice have been found, students may not return to school until they have received proper treatment and all the nits have been 
removed from the hair.  Parents must bring their child to the office to be checked by a school staff member prior to returning to 
class. 

Dress Code Reminder: 

Students, staff and volunteers are required to wear proper attire that displays good taste and demonstrates respect for 
themselves and others. 

Hats (or headwear, including hoods) must be removed when inside the building, unless for a specified activity i.e. spirit day.  Hair 
bands are permitted. 

Appropriate footwear must be worn at all times, both inside and outside.  Inside shoes, with no scuff soles for the gym floor, are 
required. Shoes with wheels are not allowed at school.  

Clothing must be appropriate to a school setting: 

1. Shirts must be at least waist length and overlap pants at all times. 

2. Shoulder straps on tops must be at least two fingers wide (no “spaghetti” straps).  

3.  Necklines, shorts and skirts should fit appropriately and reflect modesty. 

4.  Pyjama tops, bottoms and nightshirts are not acceptable clothing at school. 

5.  Appropriate undergarments are necessary and must not be visible. 

6.  Clothing with inappropriate language/graphics or messages (promoting/ depicting drugs, tobacco, alcohol, racist content, 
sexual content or violence) is unacceptable at all times.    

If a student is dressed inappropriately, he/she will discuss with the teacher or principal the reason why the clothing is 
inappropriate.  The student will be asked to change or cover up until appropriate attire is available.  The student may need to call 
home for a change of clothing or the school may provide something temporarily from the lost and found box. 

Please take the time to clearly label all of your child’s clothing, gym outfits and personal belongings. The school does not accept 
responsibility for items lost at school.  

 



 A Reminder from the Office:  

Any student arriving after the 8:50a.m. bell rings could be marked absent by their teacher, even if it’s only a few minutes. Please 
make sure your child checks in with the office if they are arriving after the bell. On a similar note, while your teacher appreciates 
you letting them know when your child will be away from school, we ask that you please contact the office as well. If you are on 
vacation for 5 or more days, there is a form in the office to fill out. This is a GEDSB form and it is simply for us to keep on file with 
attendance records. Our new phone line allows for you to push a prompt and leave a message for attendance, allowing the most 
urgent messages to get through to our busy office. A simple voicemail left at the office, even if it’s after hours, will allow your 
child’s attendance to be marked accurately in the case of any pre-planned absence or sudden illness. This way you can ensure 
that you won’t receive any phone calls when you are trying to deal with the more important things in your day. Thank you for 
your cooperation in adhering to Grand Erie’s Safe Arrival standards. 

 

 

 


