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Glen Morris Public School Parent Council Meeting 

October 17, 2017 

 

Present: Justin Laurente, Gillian Crawley, Amberley Cinti, Lisa Bredin, Latha Reuben, Courtney 

Stortini, Michelle Ford, Michael Shewburg, Amanda Brown 

Justin opened the meeting at 7:07PM. 

Michael moved and Amanda seconded that the minutes of the September 19, 2017 meeting be 

approved.  Carried. 

Lunch Program 

Chris from Brantford Pita Pit 905.807.0630 brought a complimentary tray of smoothies and 

pitas as a sample for a school fundraiser and lunch program for GMPS.  The cost of a 6 inch pita 

is $4 and for the smoothie $2 to the school.  The council can set the cost for the students and 

the remainder is a profit.  The prices that Pita Pit offer are 25%-30% lower than in store and 

there is no delivery charge.  More than 30 schools participate in this program including St. 

George School. Wrap options are: Ham, Turkey, Chicken, Bacon and Vegetarian + 5 toppings.  

There is gluten free bread as an option.  Pita Pit requires 2 weeks notices to begin the program.   

Actions: Latha volunteered to be in touch with the St George PS principal to see how the 

program is going. Gillian will organize the Pita Pit lunch program which will begin in January. 

Pita Pit also has coupon books available, free of charge to the school, which can be sold as a 

fundraiser.  The school can sell the booklets for whatever cost we wish. 

Action: Lisa will follow up with the coupon book sales. 

Lisa offered an update on the pizza lunches. There has been a price increase for Hawaiian pizza 

to $8.50 per pizza.  Other pizza prices remain at $7.50 per pizza. 

It was moved and seconded that all pizza will increase to $1.75 per slice. 

Teachers Report 

Courtney Stortini represented the teachers and reported on their behalf. 

1. There was a staff vs. student’s baseball game that was a lot of fun, the students won the 

game. 

2. The student council has been selected. 

3. There will be a Halloween dance for all grade levels and a parade. 

4. Thanks was expressed to the council for the purchase of the new paper cutters. 
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Principals Report 

Latha Rueben, principal of GMPS presented her report. 

1. The EQAO results were in on October 3 and reviewed by the faculty during the PD Day.  

Math scores for Grade 6 fell.  The new focus for the school achievement program will be 

on math.  One of the struggles on the EQAO were multi-step math problems. 

2. Safe and Inclusive School Plan – The committee had a meeting.  Dale Hayhoe is the new 

community representative on the committee.  Jennifer Chelton is the parent 

representative.  The plan is to focus on cultural aspects of the community including: 

a. October - Orange Shirt Day – Indigenous Awareness 

b. October 27 – Diwali Festival Presenter 

c. TBC – Thai Presentation 

d. November 24 – Assembly on Accessibility Day – will have a focus on resilience, 

what are people rights for inclusion. The presentation will include a video 

presentation 

3.  The school purchased a new projector with student council funds. 

4. There will be a magazine fundraiser this fall. 

5. There is a need for volunteers on October 31 to help with the candy sorting and safety 

check.  Lisa and Michelle volunteered. 

Milk Report 

Amanda reported that the online payment system has eliminated the counting of money, but 

the task of counting the milk is a very large job.  We wondered how often we pay the milk 

account?   

Action: Michael to follow up with Suzanne. 

Fundraising 

Justin presented a direct appeal to the council as a fundraising approach that could be used for 

a specific need. Ie. Technology or a reading program.  We were not sure if the school is able to 

offer a tax receipt for donation made in this way. 

Action: Latha will inquire if tax receipts are possible from the board office. 

It was noted that better Wi-Fi is coming to the school.  It was also noted that there is a need for 

4 more tablets per class, or invest in 30 tablets in the library with keyboards.  It was agreed that 

we need to commit first to raising the funds in the budget before this approach is taken.  It was 

also agreed that the council needs to research what technology needs are required before a 

direct fundraising ask. 

It was agreed to do the pepperettes as a school fundraiser before the holiday break. 
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Grants 

Pride of Place – This is a grant that Latha as principal can apply to. 

Parent Involvement Fund – Justin participated in the board PTA information session and noted 

that there are two board funds available: $200 for school environment and $300 for increasing 

parent involvement. 

Action: Michael to reach out to board to understand application process. 

Programs 

1. Triple P – The council received this program and Latha volunteered to reach out to the 

program regarding the age appropriateness of it. 

2. Snow Globe – This will be organized by the vice co-chairs of the council.  IT will take 

place on December 12 in lieu of the PTA meeting. The cost of the event is $2 

Action: Amberley will reach out to donors and clubs regarding their participation. 

A teacher and staff appreciation meal will be prepared during meet the teacher night on 

Thursday November 16.  Michael has volunteered to coordinate this event. 

Treasurer Report 

Michael presented the draft budget for 2017/2018.  It was noted that the expense line titled 

‘Fun Fair’ should be changed to ‘School Events’ in the case that there is not a Fun Fair this 

spring.  The council wondered what the breakdown is for the Graduation Line. 

Action: Michael to follow up with Suzanne for the graduation line breakdown. 

Michael moved, Michelle seconded that the 2017/2018 budget be approved.  Carried. 

Justin adjourned the meeting at 9:24PM. 


