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février—February 2018 
 

Dear École Confédération Families; 
 
We are well on our way into 2018! February will be 

another busy month, with many activities and events. 

On February 15, students in Gr. 1-8 will receive their 

Term 1 report card. This report card will reflect your 

child’s achievement  of the curriculum expectations, as well as his/her 

development in the learning skills and work habits from September until the 

end of  January.  The report card also includes a tear-off section where 

students and parents can reflect on student areas of strength, set goals, and 

identify strategies to meet those goats. This reporting period does not 

include a formal  parent-teacher interview process, however, if you wish to 

discuss your child’s progress, please indicate so on the tear off section of the 

report card before you return it to the school.  

Let’s keep our fingers crossed that our groundhog friends do not see their 

shadows, creating the anticipation of an early Spring. We wish you a restful 

and enjoyable Family Day weekend this month.  

Yours in cooperation, 
 
Mme A. Smith  Mme L. Hearn 
Principal   Vice-Principal 
 

 

 

 

Feb. 1-Sweater Day 

Feb. 8th and 12th-Candy gram sales 

Feb.  9-Kindergarten Registration deadline 
Feb. 15-Report cards go home for Gr. 1-8 students 
Feb. 16-Carnaval Maquerade Ball, 6:00-7:30 @Branlyn Commuity Centre 
Feb. 19-Family Day holiday (No school) 
Feb. 21-School Council Meeting, 6:00, library 
Feb. 23—Outdoor Carnaval Activities  during the school day 
Feb. 28-Pink shirt day, outdoor Carnaval event (school-wide) 
 



Kindergarten Registration 
 

Registration for September 2018 Kindergarten placement 
will begin on January 8th, 2018. All new students who wish 
to enter the Kindergarten French Immersion program must 
register before February 9, 2018 at 4:00 pm. Students who 
currently have siblings here at Confédération and live in our 
catchment area will be guaranteed a spot provided they 
register within these timelines. Students who currently 
attend Confédération in JK or SK do not need to re-register. 
Please contact the main office to schedule an appointment 
to register your child. You will need to provide a birth 
certificate or proof of age/citizenship, and proof of current 
address to register. 

 
Skating Trips 

 
This year, all students in Gr. 1-8 will 
have the opportunity to participate 

in skating at the Wayne Gretzky 
Centre as a school organized 

excursion. In order to participate, 
students and volunteers who will be 
skating are required to have a pair 

of skates and a CSA approved 
hockey helmet while on the ice. We do have some used 

skates that are available for students to borrow, however, 
we need as much advance notice as possible to see if we 

have a pair of skates that might fit your child. We will not be 
able to organize a loan of skates the day before or the day 
of the skating trip. If you would like to come and look for a 
pair of skates from our extra skate collection, please visit 
the main office. The Brantford Public Library also offers a 
skate exchange program. Visit their website for further 

details. A limited number of helmets that can be loaned and 
shared will be available at the rink for our skating dates. 

 

 
Student Illness 

 
Flu season is upon us. While we take many precautions to 
prevent the spread of illness at the school, inevitably, 
students will likely experience some from of illness from 
colds to flu during their years in elementary school. The 
Brant County Health unit guidelines state that students who 
have experienced vomiting or diarrhea be excluded from 
school for 24 hours following the last episode. We ask that 
families help us prevent the spread of illness by following 
this guideline. In addition, please remind your children of 
good hygiene practice and  of proper hand washing, 
particularly before eating and after using the washroom. 
 

 
Student’s Council 

Thanks to all who participated in our 

Decade Day in January. The costumes 

were amazing! 

Student council will be selling Candy grams for Valentine’s Day. 

They will be delivered on Wednesday, Feb. 14th , which will also 

be wear Red, White and Pink day. Candy grams will be on sale 

Thursday, Feb. 8th and Monday, Feb. 12th. 

 
 

Telling Kids What to Do  
By Professor Matt Sanders  

 
When children refuse to cooperate, it may be related to the way 
instructions are given. Here are some common traps.  
 
Too many. The more instructions you give, the more 
opportunities to disobey.  
Too few. Children may sometimes seem disobedient because no 
one has taken the time to give them clear information on what 
is expected.  
Too vague. Shouting your son’s name, then pausing and 
frowning because he is jumping on the couch might not be of 
much help if he has also just teased his sister. State clearly what 
behaviours you find unacceptable.  
Asking, not telling: Don’t phrase an instruction as a question. If 
you ask: “Would you like to go to bed now?” be prepared for 
them to say: “No”.  
Poorly timed. Asking your child to do something while they are 
busy watching their favorite television show will probably result 
in them ignoring the instruction.  
Shouting from a distance. Instructions shouted from one room 
to another are often ignored simply because parents are not 
there to back up the instruction.  
Emotionally laden. Children react to the emotional tone of what 
parents say to them. Calling children “stupid” or an “idiot” 
shows disapproval of the child rather than the child’s behaviour. 
Although it can be difficult, parents should work to control 
expressions of anger when giving children instructions.  
 
If you want your child to stop doing something, remember to 
tell them what to do instead. Give your child time to cooperate 
and praise them when they do so – or carry out a logical 
consequence if they refuse. 
 
 Professor Matt Sanders is founder of the Triple P – Positive 
Parenting Program®. To find out more about Triple P in 
Brantford, contact the Health Unit or Contact Brant. 



 

Carnaval Celebrations 
We will be celebrating le Carnaval 
de l’hiver during the middle 2 
weeks of February.  Students will 
be involved in outdoor activities 
on Friday, February 23rd. Our Bal 
masque will be on Friday, 
February 16th from 6:00-7:30 at 
the Branlyn gym. We hope you 
will be able to join us. Further 
details and a flyer will be sent 
home later this month. 
 
 

Peanut/Nut Aware School 
A few reminders about food 
policies at École Confédération: 
 
*  We are  a peanut/nut aware 
school. Please do not send peanut 
based products, peanuts, or any 
nut/soy products that may contain 
any of these items to the school. 

The safety of other children depends on this. 
 
*  Peanut butter substitutes are not allowed in elementary 
schools in GEDSB. 
 
*  Food is not permitted on the school playground at recess 
and at lunch. Students are permitted the opportunity to eat 
their snacks and lunches prior to going outside or 
immediately following the morning and afternoon recess 
periods. 
 
Any treats sent in for special occasions (such as Valentine’s 
Day) must be prepared in a health unit inspected and 
approved kitchen. All products must be nut free. 
 
 

Strong Start 
Want to get involved as a Strong Start volunteer?  It's not too 
late!  There are training sessions in February.  Go to 
strongstart.ca , volunteers, for more information on dates/
times/locations.  We are starting a second round of Strong 
Start in February.  There are students waiting for your 
help!  For more information, check out the Strong Start site 
or contact Mme Moore (judy.moore@granderie.ca).  

EQAO Assessments 
 

In the Spring,  we will be participating in the EQAO 
assessments as follows: 
 -all students in Grade 3: Wednesday, May 23 
    Thursday, May 24 
    Friday, May 25 
 
-all students in Grade 6:  Tuesday, May 29 
    Wednesday, May 30  
    Thursday, May 31 
 
During these dates, it is important for students to be at school. 
Please keep this in mind when planning ahead for the Spring. 

 
 

Snack Program 

We will be starting a 
Student Nutrition 
Program at our school 
this month. On 
Wednesday and Friday 
mornings, during the 
first nutrition break,  all 
students will have access to healthy snacks if they are 
interested. We are always looking for volunteers who could 
help with food preparation. In addition, donations of any of 
the following items would help us get our program up and 
running: 
-dishsoap 
-dish cloths  
-plastic spoons 
-small, zip top storage bags (sandwich or snack size) 
We are thankful for the support of Brant Food for Thought for 
providing funding for this program. If you would like to make a 
cash donation to the program, cash or cheques (made payable 
to Brant Food for Thought) can be sent to the main office at 
the school. A flyer with further details has been sent home 
with students. 



 
  

 
 

School Council 
 

Our next meeting will be on February 21 at 6:00 in the library. 
All our welcome and child minding is available. We will be 
launching a spirit wear order  during the month of February. 
Orders will be due by March  2, 2018.  Orders will be available 
through cash online. Sample garments for sizing will be 
available to try at our Carnaval event on Feb. 16 at Branlyn. 
We will offer t-shirts, sweatshirts and  baseball caps this year. 
Our Fundscrip fundraiser continues. Order gift cards for  stores 
where you make regular purchases and a percentage  of  the 
gift card amount comes back to the school. 
 
 
 
 

How To Register For An Account  

 

 

 

1) Go To www.fundscrip.com  

2) Click On Support a Group (Top Right)  

3) Fill In Your Personal Information  

4) Check Your Email & Confirm Your Account 5) Confirm 

Your Preferences  

6) Start Shopping  

Visit our Facebook page at:  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/726910140658231/ 

This is a place to see upcoming school events, fundraisers and 
general information.  A safe place to ask Parent Council and 
fellow parents questions regarding the school and school 
activities. 
 

Monthly  Character Assemblies 
 
During the month  of February, we will hold our Courage 
assembly on Wednesday, February 7th. We encourage all 
students to wear their school spirit wear or to dress in school 
colours (black and gold). In February, we will recognize 
students who have demonstrated “Action” in putting their 
plans in to place to achieve their goals. Thanks to the 
COURAGE crew for organizing and running our assemblies. 

Library Learning Commons 
 
Great things are happening 
in the library and we need 
your help! 
 
We are in the process of 
including a makerspace in 
the library learning commons at École Confédération. "What is 
a Makerspace?” A makerspace is a place where students can 
gather to create, invent, tinker, explore and discover using a 
variety of tools and materials. This space can include 
something as simple as arts and crafts supplies and LEGOs, or 
as ambitious as 3D printers, laser cutters, and hand tools. 
 
During this process, we are starting to, and will continue to 
gather items, for our students to use within the Makerspace. 
Please consider how you can help out and send any items to 
Mme. Mussolum in the library. 
 
Please consider donating the following items to the library: 
· magnets: any shapes or sizes including letters and words 
· cookie sheets for magnets 
· crayons, markers 
· hot glue guns and sticks 
· inexpensive model-building kits 
· variety of papers with different colors and textures 
· origami books and paper 
· putty or Playdoh 
· wood scraps/blocks 
· small wheels 
· scissors 
· tape, duct tape - different colors and designs 
· collage and scrapbook paper 
· electricity materials: wire, LED lights, batteries 
· fabric pieces 
· sewing implements 
· string 
· supplies for jewelry making - beads, pendants, etc. 
· magazines, newspapers 
· egg cartons 
· marbles 
· paint brushes 
· pom poms 
· Q-tips 
any other item our students may enjoy working with 
 
Merci, beaucoup! 
Mme. Mussolum 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/726910140658231/


 

Student Pick Up 

From 3:15-3:45 pm daily,  our parking lot is used as a bus 

loading zone for our 9 buses. There is NO PARKING on site for 

student pick up at the end of the day.  

There are two accessible parking spots that are 

available for those with permits only.  

At all times, cars may not be parked 

under signage that marks a fire route. Be 

especially aware of fire route signs located in 

the front drive around curve and the sign posted 

along the sidewalk by the front entrance to the 

school. 

All students that are not riding a bus will be dismissed through 

the gym doors. Caregivers may park on Coronation or Stodola 

streets, on the opposite side of Ewing Drive from the school. If 

you wish to meet your child at the school, please walk to the 

doors outside the gym. A crossing guard is stationed in front of 

the school to assist. 

Thank you for your help in ensuring a safe dismissal for all of 

our students. 

 
Sweater Day 

 
Our school will be taking part in 
National Sweater Day on Thursday, 
February  1st! 

National Sweater Day is an annual event organized by World 
Wildlife Fund Canada. On National Sweater Day, WWF asks 
Canadians to turn down thermostats by two degrees Celsius at 
home, at school and at work to highlight the role that energy 
conservation plays in preventing climate change. 

Our school buildings will be a little chillier on February 1st, so 
we are asking that all students wear or bring a sweater to 
school. 

In addition to turning down the heat and turning up our 
sweaters, some of our classrooms will be participating in a 
number of activities designed to help students understand how 
everyday actions affect our planet’s future.  

 

A Note From the Public Health Nurse  
 
Dental Health Matters 
 
Every child should have their teeth checked. 
Worried about the cost? Healthy Smiles Ontario can 
help. 
Healthy Smiles Ontario is a government funded 
program. It covers the cost of basic dental care such 
as exams, x-rays, and fillings. The Healthy Smiles 
Ontario website has more information. 
www.ontario.ca/page/get-dental-care. 
Your child may be eligible if: 
· The child is 17 years old or younger 
· You cannot pay to take your child to the dentist 
· You do not have any dental coverage 
Or 
· You have dental coverage but it costs too much to 
use 
Still have questions? Contact Dental Services at the 
Brant County Health Unit. We are happy to talk with 
you. We can support you to get help paying for your 
child’s visit to the dentist. 
There are three ways to contact the Brant County 
Health Unit. 
· Call us at 519-753-4937 ext. 450. · Email 
dental@bchu.org · Visit the website at 
www.bchu.org/dental 
 

 

Pink Shirt Day 

On February 28, wear a pink 
shirt to school to show your 
support to stand up to 
bullying.  
To find out more about Pink 
Shirt Day go to http://

pinkshirtday.ca/  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:MUTCD_D9-6.svg


 
Inclement Weather and Transportation 

 
Winter is just around the corner. In the event of inclement 
weather, there is the potential for transportation delays or 
cancellations and school closures.  

BUS # AND ZONE #   
   503 = Paris - ZONE 3 and 4                                                               
   504 = St George - ZONE 3 and 4                                        
   505 = Ancaster, Hwy 2/53 - ZONE 3 and 4                                                        
   507 = BRANTFORD ONLY - Zone 4                                                          
   509 = BRANTFORD ONLY - Zone 4                                                     
   510 = Lynden Rd - ZONE 3 and 4                                                                  
   519 = BRANTFORD ONLY – ZONE 4 
   528 = BRANTFORD ONLY – ZONE 4 
   543 = BRANTFORD ONLY – ZONE 4 
If transportation is cancelled for schools in Zone 4, École 
Confédération will be CLOSED. WE ARE ZONE 4 (CITY OF 
BRANTFORD) AND ZONE 3 (FOR BRANT COUNTY 
STUDENTS).  

 BUSES 503, 504, 505, AND 510 COME FROM ZONE 3 
BEFORE PICKING STUDENTS UP IN ZONE 4 FOR 
CONFÉDÉRATION  - IF ZONE 3 IS CANCELLED THERE 
WILL BE NO PICK UP FOR STUDENTS IN BRANTFORD 
ON THOSE BUSES.  

 BUSES 507, 509, 519, 528 AND 543 ARE BRANTFORD 
BUSES ONLY AND WILL NOT PICK STUDENTS UP IF 
WHEN  ZONE 4 IS CANCELLED.  

 
 
To see if buses are cancelled due to bad weather, or fog 
delay, you can go directly to the transportation website, the 
school website or the GEDSB website.  
 
You can sign up for email notifications for bus delays and 
cancellations on your route: 
-Visit the transportation website at: 
http://www.stsbhn.ca/ 
 
-Click on the “Parent/Student Login” link. You will need your 
child’s OEN number to login. This is located at the top of the 
report card.  
 
-Login to the transportation website and set your 
preferences to include email notifications.   
 
Updates can also be received by following @STSBHN  on 
Twitter. 
 
In the event of a mid-day closure, the school telephone lines 
will be needed to work through our Emergency Phone Fan-
Out to contact families. It is very rare that the school will be 
closed half way through an instructional day. 

 
 
 

 On days of inclement weather, the 
staff of STSBHN and the bus companies, 
who provide service to our area, are 
actively reviewing current road 
conditions and future weather patterns 
in order to make a determination on 
delayed or cancelled  transportation services. Information is 
collected from a number of sources and a decision is made 
and posted no later than 6:30 a.m.  
 
As the decision to run, delay or cancel transportation is made 
in advance of services actually being provided, there may be 
some instances where variability exists in what was forecast 
versus what actually occurs. STSBHN and its member school 
boards want to provide options for the parents and students 
of our area and so, when it appears safe to do so, 
transportation services will be permitted to continue as usual.  
If, on an inclement weather day you feel that your child(ren) 
would be better off not taking the bus and either being 
transported into school by yourself or staying home altogether 
as a result of the road conditions at or near your home, 
STSBHN and the boards do understand and respect that this 
decision ultimately rests with you.   
 

 

Information and Updates 

There are several ways for families to keep up to date with 

information about our school: 

1. Visit our website :      

 granderie.ca/confederation 

2. Sign up for École Confédération’s  REMIND account.: 
 1) go to your texts 
 2) enter in the “TO”  line:  226-799-0230  
  3) type  @confedcour in the message box 
  4) send 
 
REMIND is completely blind, we don't see your contact info 
and you don't see ours.   Cancel at any time. 
 
3. Follow us on Twitter: @EcoleConfedGE 


