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Kicking off the Holidays with a Friendly
Competition

Prior to the holidays, Waterford
District High School and Delhi
District Secondary School headed
to the arena for the annual
students-versus-teachers hockey
games. This year, despite valiant
efforts by the student teams, the
teacher teams from both schools
were victorious.

Student Trustee Prabhsidak Singh recently shared his experience

. | with fellow learners interested in representing student voice at the
. boardroom table. Elections will soon be underway to elect the next
Student Trustee representing students from the North region of
Grand Erie as Singh prepares for post-secondary.

B lots of opportunities to
{ network,

Tomorrow'’s Entrepreneurs Triumphant at
Business Competition

McKinnon Park Secondary School and Cayuga Secondary
School students participated in the Distributive Education
Clubs of America (DECA) business competition at Brock
University. Through applied learning and real-life insight, the
program introduces high school students to a variety of
concepts in marketing, finance, hospitality and management,
building the foundation for post-secondary studies and future
career paths.
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The Power of Books to Inspire Ideas

After reading the novel Fly Boy, set during World War Il, Grade 6 students at St. George-
German School decided to share the joy of the holiday season by taking part in Operation
Santa Claus. The initiative, led by the Canadian Armed Forces Morale and Welfare Services,
distributes care packages to soldiers stationed around the world. Thanks to the Grade 6 class
and the Student Leadership Team, the effort became a whole-school fundraiser, surpassing
its original goal, raising $750. The initiative culminated with a special Zoom call with a solider
who'd received a care package.

Russell Reid Student Rocks
Math Competition

Last month, Yahsveer Kayal, a Grade 6 student from Russell
Reid Public School, received the bronze medal in the
Canadian Jay Mathematics Competition, hosted by the
Canadian Mathematical Society. The honour follows a string
ayal of national and regional achievements for Yahsveer, who
loves taking part in the problem-solving competitions.
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Dropping the Puck on Kindergarten
Registration

The youngest learners at Princess Elizabeth Public School had an exciting visitor recently.
Bruiser, the mascot for the OHL's Brantford Bulldogs, came by the school to film a spot
promoting Kindergarten registration. Students brought their energy to the video, airing
during games this winter. Check out the video here.

Innovation Hub Boosts Learning and
Engagement

‘ ‘ They were independent and
confident when working on STEAM
projects. Each student got involved
and loved to see their creations
come to life”

Since opening its doors in November 2024, the results are clear: the Innovation Hub, located
at North Park Institute and Vocational School, is increasing motivation and confidence in
STEAM learning, and increasing skill development across disciplines. Check out the full
update on page 14 of the Board report.



https://youtu.be/0hSIJDKlkOA?si=BRgRJZZptQ_Ro8rD
https://granderie.ca/docs/default-source/meeting-documents/policy-and-program/january-12-2026-policy-and-program-committee-meeting-package.pdf?sfvrsn=614e5c2_2
https://www.youtube.com/embed/0hSIJDKlkOA?feature=oembed
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Building Global Connections

T Nine students from Japan
are honorary Mustangs
this semester, taking part
in an international study
program that's brought
them to Brantford
Collegiate Institute and
Vocational School. The
program provides
international students
with the opportunity to
study at Brantford
secondary schools, both
long and short-term.

Grand Erie's LEAD program continues,
inviting staff members to the three-
part series offering mentorship,
coaching and collaborative learning
meant to enhance personal and
professional leadership development.
Aligned with the Ontario Leadership
Framework, Grand Erie is committed to
fostering leadership that enhances
student achievement, promotes equity
and builds positive learning
environments.
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| North Park Collegiate and Vocational School is
s y celebrating a milestone as the first cohort of
students has completed a new Cybersecurity
Pathway. Four students in grades 9 and 11
completed six one-hour sessions focused on cryptography fundamentals and practical
cybersecurity tools. The new pathway was launched in the fall as part of Grand Erie's broader
STEAM initiatives through the Innovation Hub.

Relay for Life Grows in F@”‘"’—_—_
Grand Erie

In 2025, commitments from Grand Erie schools
raised an incredible $63,503 for Relay for Life, in
support of the Canadian Cancer Society.
Students at Cayuga Secondary

School and Dunnville Secondary School each
organized Relay for Life youth events to generate
the impressive total. Relay for Life is a movement
that inspires students to unite and create
change, and thanks to support from educators
and school leaders, it funds vital research and
care.

Athletic
Achievements Open
Doors

McKinnon Park Secondary School students
Averie Marciniak-Varhaug and Emmersyn Roy
are US-bound next September. Each has
f(:' W accepted scholarship offers to continue to
M1 develop their skills in basketball and soccer

“ respectively.
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Students in grades 7 and 8 from
Grand River Public School had the
chance to learn Canada'’s national
summer sport, visiting the Iroquois
Lacrosse Arena as part of a larger
partnership connecting learners to
this important part of heritage and
culture.

What began last year
as a Community Use
of Schools
partnership with
Brantford theatre
group 20 Performing
Arts Academy (20
PAA) has evolved into
a unique artistic
opportunity for BCI
students looking to
gain experience in
stage production.
After hosting
successful
performances last
month in the secondary school’s auditorium, 20 PAA has extended its thanks to the BCI
community, offering in-kind theatre workshops and meaningful opportunities to gain
volunteer hours by assisting with productions.
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Student Trustees Share Ideas to Move
Grand Erie Forwad

Scan the QR code
today to find out  §
how you belong - £
in a Grand Erie
secondary
school!

—

Student Trustees Ryleigh Staats, Harper Thompson and Prabhsidak Singh are leading the
way in bringing the student voice to Grand Erie. A recent luncheon allowed them to share
ideas and suggestions to move the board forward in its strategic planning and direction.

Community Recognition:

Pauline Johnson Alum Receives Order of
Canada

Jane Darville, who grew up in Brantford's Eagle Place
neighborhood and graduated from Pauline Johnson
Collegiate and Vocational School, has received the Order of
Canada for her groundbreaking work in the healthcare sector.
As a founding board member and a past executive director of
Toronto’s Casey House, a hospice in Toronto for those living
with HIV/AIDS, and executive director of Vancouver's Canuck
Place Children’s Hospice, Darville's leadership is an inspiration
to everyone in Grand Erie.




