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Events Connect Learners to Secondary 
Opportunities 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

In late October, Grand Erie hosted its first Grand Pathways events, connecting learners and 
families to secondary options and possibilities beyond high school. This month, Future Grade 
9 Information Nights take place at each secondary school, helping ease the transition from 
elementary to secondary. High schools are also hosting Grade 8 student visits this month, 
inviting future secondary students to experience programming and offerings through a 
variety of hands-on activities.  

 

Kindergarten Registration Underway for 
2026-27 

Kindergarten classrooms across 
Grand Erie are vibrant, engaging 
and inclusive spaces, and 
schools are ready to help future 
learners and families get set as 
registration opens for next year.  
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PROSE Writing Team Recognized with 
OJEN Award  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Police Resource Outreach Supporting Education 
(PROSE) writing team has been named the 2025 
recipient of the Ontario Justice Education Network’s 
(OJEN) Chief Justices’ Award in recognition of the 
success to build trust, understanding, and positive 
relationships between students, schools, and police. 

Also this month, Grand Erie’s Communications team was 
honoured with an Award of Excellence in recognition of 
the PROSE program, and a Coup de Coeur award for a 
video supporting community building ahead of the 
opening of Grand River Public School, presented by the 
Canadian Association of Communicators in Education.  

Words Matter 
Campaign Launches 
The Words Matter campaign recently launched for 
Brantford/Brant, with high engagement from 
students and staff. The campaign to take 
meaningful action against harmful language and 
identity-based bullying. 
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Retirement Dinner Celebrates Staff 
Members’ Contributions to Education  

On November 5, Grand Erie celebrated the 2024-25 
retirees with a special dinner marking their exemplary 
contributions to education over their careers. The event 
was made even more memorable thanks to two 
talented students from Simcoe Composite School who 
crafted beautiful floral centrepieces. 

 

 

 

Centre for 
Excellence Hosts 
Storytelling Event 
Grand Erie staff took part in an evening of 
storytelling as Gimaa (Chief) R. Stacey 
Laforme shared his book, Beneath the 
Surface. The collection of poetry is an 
invitation to look deeper, with stories 
centred around learning from and 
understanding each other better.  

 

Brier Park Celebrates 
50th Anniversary 
Brier Park School celebrated its 50th anniversary on 
November 1, with an afternoon event filled with photos, 
memorabilia from the past five decades, the opening 
of a 25-year time capsule and student project 
presentations. Many Brier Park alum travelled into town 
to take part in the special occasion.  
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Conestoga, Grand Erie Celebrate Tollgate 
Grand Opening 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community partners and supporters joined representatives from Conestoga College and 
Grand Erie on October 27 at Tollgate Technical Skills Centre in Brantford to mark the official 
grand opening of the province's first College-Within-a-School program. Through a licensed 
agreement between Grand Erie and Conestoga, the college is renovating TTSC, incorporating 
technology and resources to offer an even broader range of programming and hands-on 
practical training to a growing Brantford/Brant County community. 

 

Grand Erie Educator Wins 
Parent’s Choice Award 
Kay Donnelly, an early childhood educator at River Heights 
School, is this year’s recipient of the Parent’s Choice award in 
the DECE category. The award was presented earlier this 
month by Kids Can Fly Brantford/Brant.  
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Igniting Student Achievement 
LearnStyle’s Ignite award grants 
$1,000 to two inspiring students 
currently using SEA technological 
equipment to empower their 
learning journeys. This year, 
Samantha Hill and Fiona Nykamp 
were recognized during a virtual 
award presentation for not only 
embracing technology and 
assistive tools, but in using them to 
truly ignite their own achievement 
through creativity, determination 
and innovation.  

 

YMCA Peace Medal Presented to PJ’s 
Indigenous Student Assoication 

Each year, the YMCA Peace Medal is presented to individuals or groups who, without any 
special resources, demonstrate a commitment to the values of peace. On November 18, 
Pauline Johnson Collegiate and Vocational School’s Indigenous Student Association received 
this year’s Peace Medal, youth category, for outstanding efforts fostering cultural sharing and 
community connection, and commitments to truth and reconciliation.  
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North Park Trojans Go Big in 
Championship Upset 
North Park Collegiate and Vocational School’s 
Trojans picked the perfect time to play their best 
volleyball of the season. The team faced the 
previously undefeated and top-ranked Paris 
District High School Panthers for the Athletic 
Association of Brant, Haldimand and Norfolk’s 
senior crown last week.   

 

BCI Mustangs win AABHN baseball 
championship 

Brantford Collegiate Institute and Vocational 
School captured the Athletic Association of 
Brant, Haldimand and Norfolk’s boys baseball 
championship in late October, defeating Delhi 
District Secondary School 10-4. The BCI 
Mustangs have now won three of the past four 
baseball championships. 

 

MPSS Student Returns to 
Royal 
Kylie Searles, a Grade 12 student at McKinnon Park 
Secondary School, was back in the saddle competing at 
the Royal Agricultural Winter Fair this month. It was 
Searles’s second time competing in the Children’s 
Working Hunter division, and the first following 
emergency surgery in 2024 for a condition that reduced 
muscle mobility in her arms and legs.  

Photos appearing on this page are credited to the Brantford 
Expositor and the Haldimand Press 

 


