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Strides for Students Raises More Than 
$11,600 

The inaugural Strides for Students fundraiser brought 
together students, families, staff, and community 
members at Pauline Johnson Collegiate and 
Vocational School, raising more than $11,600 to 
support student success across Grand Erie. Funds will 
help provide assistance for student needs and support 
programs focused on well-being, equity, and learning 
opportunities. The event lays the foundation for an 
annual tradition to help remove barriers and create 
opportunities for students to thrive. 

Storytellers Recognized in Laurier 
Stedman Competition 

This year's Laurier Stedman Prize competition 
recognized seven writers in Grand Erie. 
 
The prizes, granted biennially by Laurier 
Brantford's Faculty of Liberal Arts, celebrate 
secondary students for their creative storytelling 
through original, unpublished works of fiction. A 
grand total of $13,000 is awarded among the top 
six writers. 
• The Weight of the World by Julia Roberts, 

McKinnon Park Secondary School, Grade 12 
• Mouthful of Rust by Chris Hodge, Waterford 

District High School, Grade 11 
• Punchline by Talia Mago, Delhi District 

Secondary School, Grade 12 
• The Story We Tell by Arianna Chang, 

Brantford Collegiate Institute, Grade 12 
• I Remember Grace by Leilah Janssen, North 

Park Collegiate and Vocational School, 
Grade 11 

• The Department of Optimism by Ashwin 
Kronwald, North Park Collegiate and 
Vocational School, Grade 10 

• The House That Will Never Forget by Michael 
Rose, Dunnville Secondary School, Grade 11 

Isabella Charles, student at NATIONS/New 
Start Alternative Education program was 
acknowledged for her short story; The 
House that Knows. 

 

https://www.wlu.ca/news/news-releases/2026/may/laurier-stedman-prize-awards-13000-to-young-storytellers.html
https://www.wlu.ca/information-for/community-members/literary-initiatives/stedman-prize/assets/resources/2026/the-weight-of-the-world.html
https://www.wlu.ca/information-for/community-members/literary-initiatives/stedman-prize/assets/resources/2026/mouthful-of-rust.html
https://www.wlu.ca/information-for/community-members/literary-initiatives/stedman-prize/assets/resources/2026/punchline.html
https://www.wlu.ca/information-for/community-members/literary-initiatives/stedman-prize/assets/resources/2026/the-story-we-tell.html
https://www.wlu.ca/information-for/community-members/literary-initiatives/stedman-prize/assets/resources/2026/i-remember-grace.html
https://www.wlu.ca/information-for/community-members/literary-initiatives/stedman-prize/assets/resources/2026/the-department-of-optimism.html
https://www.wlu.ca/information-for/community-members/literary-initiatives/stedman-prize/assets/resources/2026/the-house-that-will-never-forget.html
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Landscape of Nations 

 

The Indigenous Education team along with other system leaders, visited The Landscape of 
Nations in Niagara-on-the-Lake as part of a day of learning. The Landscape of Nations is an 
outdoor memorial and cultural site located at Queenston Heights. It honours the 
Haudenosaunee (Six Nations) Confederacy and Indigenous allies who played a vital role in the 
War of 1812. The site reflects the deep connection between Indigenous peoples and the Niagara 
region, while also recognizing a historic peace and reconciliation gathering in 1815 between 
nations who fought on opposing sides. The day also included visiting the First Nations Peace 
Monument and learning about the Indian Council House. Participants were able to engage in 
learning and reflection on Indigenous history, culture, and the ongoing presence and 
contributions of First Nations in the region. 

United Indigenous Student Council  

Final Celebration 
 The United Indigenous Student Council brought 
the school year to a meaningful close with a 
vibrant year-end celebration at Six Nations 
Community Hall. The event welcomed students 
and staff from secondary schools across Grand 
Erie for a day filled with drumming, dancing, 
cultural activities, and opportunities to connect. 
With ideas generated by student leaders and the 
support of the Indigenous Education team, the 
gathering reflected a shared commitment to 
honouring Indigenous culture, community, and 
ways of being. 
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Grand Erie’s Art and Skills Showcase 

  

Grand Erie’s Art and Skills Showcase invited students and employees to interpret the district's 
core vision—Learn, Lead, Inspire—and express what it means to them through art. 
 
The art submissions had to be original but could be in any medium, including traditional, 
digital, or permanent displays. At the unveiling, artists gathered to share the inspiration and 
stories behind their creations. The original artwork will be on display throughout Grand Erie 
buildings. Check out the online gallery at granderie.ca. 

 

Pauline Johnson Collegiate Students get 
Hooked on Raising Trout in School's 
Science Lab 
A group of Pauline Johnson Collegiate students helped 
several hundred trout go from classroom to creek as 
part of a program to restock the local fish population.  

The school has been working with the Ministry of 
Natural Resources for at least two decades fostering 
trout eggs and releasing the fish in local waterways at a 
stage when they are more likely to survive.  

Madison Mitchell, Peyton Lenoir and Jaida Powless, all 
Grade 9 students in teacher Melanie Kraemer’s science class at Pauline Johnson Collegiate and 
members of the school’s Leadership Enrichment Program, took on this year’s project.  

https://www.granderie.ca/
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Knowledgehook Gameshow 
Grade 7 and 8 classes were invited to participate in the first 
system-wide Knowledgehook Gameshow. Several classes, with 
over 100 students in total, participated in the virtual event, 
where they were challenged with a variety of math questions 
across all strands. Students worked in groups to collaboratively 
solve these problems and then entered a collective class 
answer.  Congratulations to our winners, Mrs. Blumenberg's 
Grade 7 class at Walter Gretzky Elementary School!  

 

 

Accessibility Award for St. Joseph’s 
Lifecare Centre & Project Search  
St. Joseph’s Lifecare Centre was honoured with an Accessibility Award for their commitment 
to the Grand Erie District School Board’s Project SEARCH program, a school-to-work transition 
program designed to support interns with intellectual and/or developmental disabilities in 
gaining meaningful, real-world employment experience. Graduates of the program leave with 
the skills and experience needed to succeed in a wide range of jobs and industries. Their 
leadership, compassion and dedication to inclusive employment make a lasting and 
meaningful impact on the interns and the Brantford community. 

 
 

Cayuga Secondary Student 
Publishes Debut Fantasy 
Novel 

A Cayuga Secondary School student has turned a passion for 
storytelling into a published novel. 

Grade 12 student Lorelei Jacobs recently released The 
Shadowseeker, a fantasy novel that combines elements of 
mystery, action, romance, and personal growth. Lorelei began 
writing the book during the summer before starting Grade 11. 

 

https://www.amazon.ca/Shadowseeker-Lorelei-Jacobs/dp/B0GHZVRZPM
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Three Grand Erie Students Heading to 
Shad Summer Program 
Three Grand Erie secondary students have been accepted into the Shad summer program, a 
nationally recognized, competitive program with a focus on STEAM, entrepreneurship, and 
career exploration.  

Lotus Drayton, a Grade 11 student at Cayuga Secondary School, and Ashwin Kronwald and 
Kealan Hill, who are in Grades 10 and 11, respectively, at North Park Collegiate and Vocational 
School, were selected through a rigorous application process, and will spend one month at a 
post-secondary institution building valuable skills and networking with other students from 
across Canada.  

 

Blues Musicians Visit Valley Heights 
Students at Valley Heights Secondary School were singing the 
blues. 

As part of the school’s Visiting Guest Artist Series, Waterloo-area 
artists John and Darius McKinley jammed with students, shared 
their knowledge, and joined forces with the group to provide a 
concert to fellow students and staff later in the day.   

 

Paris District Perfect at CWOSSA Ultimate 
Event 

The Paris District High School Panthers have proven 
themselves to be the ultimate challenge for schools at 
the Central Western Ontario Secondary Schools 
Association championship. 

For the second year in a row, Paris District High School 
captured the CWOSSA Ultimate Frisbee title at Bisons 
Alumni North Park Sports Complex. 

 

 

https://www.shad.ca/
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Pauline Johnson Collegiate Student 
Awarded $50,000 Scholarship 
Brooke Macdonald, a Grade 12 student at Pauline Johnson 
Collegiate and Vocational School, has been awarded a prestigious 
scholarship through Western University's   National Indigenous 
Scholarship Program, valued at $50,000. 

. 

Waterford District Go Out on Top at Cheer 
Invitational 

The Waterford Wolves captured the 2026 Norfolk 
Invitational Cheer Championship Thursday at WDHS.  

Captains Aurora Duesling, Grace Herron, and Taylor 
Brown led their squad to a win during the Norfolk 
Invitational Cheer Competition at Waterford District 
High School.   

As a member of the Norfolk Invitational Cheer 
Competition, Alison High was honoured by 
organizers during the event. A longtime teacher and 
principal, High will retire at the end of the school year 
but is set to return to coach the Valley Heights Bears 
beginning this fall.   

 

Lacrosse Champions 
McKinnon Park Boy's Lacrosse are TRIPLE 
CROWN CHAMPIONS! For the Third year in a 
row the Boys Field Lacrosse are OFSAA A/AA 
Gold Medalists. Congratulations! 

 

 

 

 

 

https://registrar.uwo.ca/student_finances/scholarships_awards/admission/national_scholarship_is.html
https://registrar.uwo.ca/student_finances/scholarships_awards/admission/national_scholarship_is.html
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Cultural Day at Grand River 
Public School 
Grand River Public School hosted a cultural day. It was a vibrant 
celebration of the diverse cultures that make the school community 
so special. It was a wonderful opportunity to connect, learn, and 
celebrate together! Activities included Cultural dances and 
performances, food from around the world, cricket and soccer 
activities, Henna art and face painting.  

International Languages Program 

The International Languages Program hosted its end of year celebration. Students from JK to 
Grade 12 participating across Punjabi, Urdu, Hindi, Tamil, and Arabic classes were able to enjoy 
this celebration together. They engaged in a variety of activities, including singing, poetry 
recitations, readers’ theatre, presentations, and dances. The celebration of their learning was 
evident by the enthusiasm and pride amongst all.  

National Recognition at 
MusicFest Canada 
Student musicians from three Grand Erie schools earned national 
recognition at MusicFest Canada. In its 54th year, the festival brings 
together students from across the country to perform, compete 
and hone their talents. On an invitation-only basis, bands from 
North Park Collegiate and Vocational School (NPC), Paris District 
High School (PDHS) and Simcoe Composite School (SCS) were 
selected for their demonstrated excellence at the regional level in 
February.  

https://musicfest.ca/festival/
https://ghmf.ca/
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Pauline Johnson Earns Top EcoSchools 
Award for Environmental Leadership 

Pauline Johnson Collegiate and Vocational School has been recognized with a national honour, 
receiving EcoSchools Canada's 2025–26 Secondary EcoTeam award. The accolade celebrates 
outstanding leadership in environmental action and sustainability initiatives. 

The award acknowledges the dedication of Pauline Johnson's EcoTeam members and staff 
leaders, who have spent the school year advancing environmental projects and fostering a 
culture of sustainability throughout the school community. The achievement continues a long-
standing tradition of environmental excellence at PJ, which has earned EcoSchools Canada's 
highest certification level, Platinum, for the past three years and is set to achieve Platinum 
status for a fourth consecutive year when certifications are officially announced. 

https://ecoschools.ca/

